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T O H I S 



GRACE, 



THE DUKE OF MONTROSE. 



MY LORD DUKE, 

Having the Honour of being def- 
cended from the Houfe of Montrose, 
c I know not where I can, with fuch pro- 

, priety, venture to claim the privilege of 

t 

V infcribing the following Pages, as to your 
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Grace, But, my Lord, this is a tribute 
you would never have received from me, 
did not the general excellence of your 
Chara&er entitle you to the efteem of all 
good men. I defpife the fervile voice of 
adulation; but wherever unequivocal 
worth is to be found, it affords me the 
4bigheft gratification to praife and to ad- 
mire it ; and moft happy am I in thus 
joining the public vojee, which fo de- 
cidedly and fo truly pronounces on your 
merits. 

If, rpy Lord, the Sketch I have given pf 
the State of Vermont > and of its Inhabit 
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tants, can, for a fingle moment intereft 
your attention, or afford your Grace 
the flighteft amufement, every purpofe 
of this Dedication is anfwered to/ 

MY LORD DUKE, 
YOUR GRACE'S MOST OBEDIENT 

AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 

JOHN ANDREW GRAHAM. 



No. 6, Gower-Street, 
Bedford-Square. 



LETTER 
I. 



MY LOUD DUKE, 

IF it be true that there is " a pleafure in 
madnefs which none but madmen know ;" 
it is a dill more incontrovertible fa&, that there 
is a pleafure jn literary communication, which 
none can fo fully enjoy, as thofe who, 
poffefling the means, feel alfo the mental grati- 
fication of difpenfing among their fellow-crea- 
tures, whatever may tend to their amufement, 
inftru&ion, or profit. 

Providence hath wifely implanted thefe 
feeds of knowledge in the human mind : for 
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though they too often (hoot up into noifome and 
un whole fome weeds; it mull be acknowledged 
that they more frequently produce the moft 
ufeful Plants, and the moil aromatic Flowers. 

Of elegance of ftyle, and corre&nefs of 
di&ion, I make no boaft. Having patted the 
greater part of my life in public avocations, 
I have had little leifure to devote my attention 
to literary purfuits. However, I truft the 
following fheets will not, on that account, be 
the lefs acceptable ; as the information therein 
contained, has taken its birth from my own ob- 
fervation, and a particular acquaintance with the 
fubjeflt on which I have treated : and am now 
happy in prefenting them, as a fofter-child, to 
the candour of the kindred inhabitants of 
America, Great Britain, and Ireland. 

Born of the fame parents, fpeaking the fame 
language, endowed with fimilar manners, ha- 
bits, and difpofitfons, their hearts are the fame ; 
they yearn towards each other with fraternal 
affe&ion : and as they are the moft natural, fo 
will they be the moft faithful allies, and the 
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mod beneficial to each other of all the nations of 
the earth : and whofoever would fet them at 
variance, muft be the common enemy of both. 
United, they may defy the power of all the 
world : their profperity, their fovereignty, their 
independence, nay, their very exiftence are 
conne&ed together. To America, Great Bri-> 
tain, and Ireland, the allegory of the Bundle of 
Twigs may with ftri&eft propriety be applied. 

They have contended, they have fought, they 
have bled ; the quarrel is forgotten ; may their 
Wounds be never again opened : 

" Felix quem faciunt pericula cautum." 
it is not the genius of this people to bear ma- 
lice, they are brothers. They ftretch forth their 
arms, and fpring acrofs the Atlantic to embrace. 
Not the fraternizing bug of France I.. No ! but 
the tender, the fentimental embrace of children 
of one family. 

Americar reveres the name, and is proud of 
the virtues of England. It is, I repeat it, their 
intereft to coalefce j to be more clofely united 
in friendlhip than ever. But in their union they 
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will never forget the rights of humanity, the ' 
welfare and happinefs of mankind at large. 

To the inhabitants of every quarter of the 
globe ; to every fe& and defcription of people 
whatever; America opens wide her extended 
arms to adopt, to proteft, and to cherifh them. 
Her unbounded realms offer to them every 
folid advantage, and every reafonable gratifica- 
tion of life. 

England, indeed, poffeffes not fo ample a 
domain ; but in benevolence and the arts of 
peace, the (lands the firft of nations : in war, 
terrible and majeftic : in the moment of vi&ory, 
pitying as the mother who hangs agonized over 
the fufferings of her dying infant. In this, (he 
hath eftablifhed to herfelf a glory that can never 
fade. Hear this, ye nations ! and emulate her 
fame ! Friends, Countrymen, and Kindred, may 
the only emulation that fhall ever fubfift between 
us, be that of excelling in whatever (hall promote 
44 peace on earth, and good-will towards men/* 
Form youjr opinions of men by their works, and 
not by their words. But I forbear i — the world 
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has beheld ; hiftory will record ; and pofterity 
will judge with impartial juftice. 

Should the following pages ever find their way 
into other languages, it will increafe my fatisfac- 
tion y as other nations will then fee a Republican's 
fentiments of freedom fecured to him by the equal 
laws of England : and contemplate, with aftonifh- 
ment, the opening fcenes of grandeur and im- 
portance traced out by Providence on the im- 
menfe continent of the new world : a world, on 
whofe greatnefs, at a future period, muft depend, 
in a greater or lefs degree, the councils, the' fafety, 
if not the fate of the reft of the globe, 

I have ever been inclined to regard my felf 
as a citizen of Great Britain as well as of 
America, and I am perfuaded the great rnajo* 
rity of my countrymen think in the fame 
manner. The firft of my anceftors who fettled 
in New England, was the Rev. John Graham, 
grandfon to one of the Marquiffes of Mon- 
trose: he received his education in theUniver- 
fity of Glafgow, and went to America in 1720. 
Soon after his arrival, he had an invitation from) 
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the church of Southbury, which he accepted, and 
there fpent about fifty years refpefted and be- 
loved, bequeathing to his descendants the nobleft 
of all pofleffiotis, an unblemijhed Name. I feel an 
honeft glow of fatisfaftion whenever I refleft 
on the charafter of this mod excellent man, 
whom my Father, his fourth fon, early taught 
me to venerate- He left behind him fifty- 
feven children and grand-children, now branch- 
ed out inter families, aim oft innumerable, and 
inheritors, I truft, in a good degree, of his in- 
tegrity and philanthropy. 

Andrew Graham, my Father, was a phy- 
(ician, eminent in his profeflion, and for many 
years the reprefentative of the town of Wood- 
bury in the Legiflature of Conne&icut. In 1775, 
he was nominated one of the Committee of 
Safety ; he thought it expedient to accept the 
truft, and by his exertions, he not only fuccefs- 
fully difcharged it, but protefted thoufands 
who differed from him on political fubjefts. 
In 1781, he removed me from my tutor, the 
Rev. Jehu Minor, of South Britain, and 
placed me in the office, and under the care of 
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Edward Hi n man, Efq. a lawyer of eminence* 
with him I continued till 1785, in which year 
my Father died, not leaving behind him an in- 
dependency to his family, occafioned by the 
calamities of the war, and the depreciation of 
the paper money of Congrefs. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, to meliorate my fortune, I enter- 
ed into the pra&ice of my profeffion, and 
fettled in Rutland, a fliire town, fituated on 
Otter Creek, in the date of Vermont* Where 
induftry and perfeverance are joined to an up- 
right intention, I believe, it will feldom be 
found that we have much caufe to be dif- 
pleafed with the world. Succefs, in a great 
degree, depends upon ourfelves ; and honefty 
and exertion will, I am convinced, generally 
lead us to all that we ought reafonably to 
hope for. 

I moved forward as well as I could 
defire, in the different Courts of the Court 
of Common Pleas, till the year 1790, when 
I was called to the Bar at the Supreme 
Court jpf the jtate, I pra&ifed in this Court 
until June 1792, when, at the Circuit Court of 
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the United States of America, for the diftrift of 
Vermont, at Bennington, I was called to the Bar 
of that Court, and admitted and fworn an at- 
torney and counfellor. In January 1794, Mr. 
Chittenden, Captain General, Governor and 
Commander in chief of the State of Vermont, 
was pleafed to honour me with the appointment 
of Aid-de-camp to his Excellency, with the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel Commandant. 

In February 1794, the Epifcopal Church of 

Vermont appointed me their Agent on fpecial 

bufmefs to the Court of London, and to the 

venerable Society for propagating the gofpel 

in foreign parts. I readily undertook this bu- 

finefs, and the November following I left 

private intereft and domeftic concerns to ferve 

the church of Vermont, influenced by the moft 

fincere defire of drawing ftill clofer the ties 

of friendfliip betwixt the two countries, as I 

conceived it would tend greatly to the happi- 

nefs and profperity of the Britifh fubjefts in 

Canada, as well as of the citizens of Vermont, 

whp are neighbours, and will, I hope, ever re- 

inaiii pn friendly terms. I reached London in 
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January 1795, and though unfuccefsful in my 
million, I felt a confcious pleafure in having dif- 
charged my duty to the beft of my abilities, and 
to the fatisfa&ion of the State of Vermont. 

During my ftay in London, the Principals of 
the Royal College of Aberdeen, being informed 
of my arrival in England, were pleafed to confer 
on me a Doftor's degree of the Civil and Canon 
Laws; and fenta diploma to London accordingly. 

I have the Honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace's moll obedient, 

and moft humble Servant, 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD* 

ON my arrival in London, I found the metro- 
polis like an immenfe fea, agitated by contending 
winds. . I went every where, mixed with all par- 
ties,' and liftened with calm deliberation to their 
different obfervations and arguments. I attend- 
ed the Courts of Judicature, the Houfes of Lords 
and Commons, the theatres, taverns, coffee- 
houfes, and debating clubs. 

From the freedom I was every where a witnefs 
to, I could not but be biaffed, and that, bias was 
towards the democracy of the country ; the arif- 
tocracy of which I naturally viewed with a pro- 
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pGrtionately jealous eye : but having attended 
feveral political left u res, at a time when the tide 
of popular ferment ran high, I was convinced 
that . England enjoyed a greater portion of li- 
berty, than would be permitted in any other 
nation befide. 

I could not but regret, that, under the mild 
government of this country, there was fo large a 
number to be found, who dared, in a variety of 
ways, to difieminate the feeds of fedition among 
the more illiterate clafles of the people ; thereby 
endeavouring to alienate * their affe&ions from 
thofe laws, which are extended to proteft them 
in the peaceful poffeflion of their rights and 
privileges. Had I heard any perfon in my own 
country have uttered half as much againft the 
exifting government of America, as I have fre- 
quently heard here, I fhould have thought it my 
duty, as a magiftrate, to have committed him 
to the county goal, for trial, as an incendiary, 
and an enemy to the State. 

From this circumftance my dereliftion took a 
new turn > my doubts were difiipated; and I be* 
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came irrevocably determined to cdnfider myfelf as 
an American Englifhman ; at liberty to entertain, 
and protefted in the expreffing, any political creed 
whatever, confiftently with a due regard to the 
welfare of fociety in general, and to the laws of 
England in particular. 

The more I ftudied thefe laws, and reflefted 
on the conftitution of this happy land, the more I 
compared it to the mighty ocean : which, though 
at times agitated and oppofed by contending 
ftorms, envious, as it were, of the brilliancy of its 
fabrick^ would obfcure its furface by the wreck 
of its neighbouring JboreS) difdainfully dafhes back 
the fcum and froth againft the rocks and preci- 
pices that impotently would obftruft its natural 
current : and overcoming every difficulty, it rolls 
refiftlefs on, and fubfides in awful majefty into 
the profundity of its own importance. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, I determined, 
more zealoufly than ever, to devote my fervices 
to my brethren in both countries. [Ont of the 
motives which brought me to London was a hope 
that the Britiih Government would join with the 
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State of Vermont in opening a communication, 
by means of a canal between Lake Champlain 
and the River Saint Lawrence, which, inftead of 
obliging the inhabitants of Vermont to convey 
their exports and imports in waggons, at a vail 
expence, over a large traft of country by Hud- 
fon's River (a journey that confumes half the 
profits of the hufbandman's and manufacturer's 
labour and induftry) would, to the great advan- 
tage of both countries, in a navigation of fix teen 
or eighteen miles, enable them to receive from 
the bofom of the Thames into Lake Charrjplain, 
the produce and manufactures of Great Britain ; 
and to fend thither, at infinitely a more reafon- 
able rate, the fuperfluities of their own State, 
fuch as pot and pearl afhes, bar iron, lumber, 
&c. &c, • 

I had the honour of applying to his Grace 
the Duke of Portland on this fubje&, and 
of laying before him the wifhes of the gentlemen 
of Vermont, relative to it, many of whom would, 
from truly patriotic motives, undertake the work 
at their own expence; but the preffure of more 
weighty affairs, no doubt, prevented his Grace 
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from giving that confideration to the bufinefs, 
which, perhaps, he otherwife would have done* 
but which, on a future day, he may yet be pleafed 
to reconfider. 

In tjie mean time I am engaged to the utmoft 
of my power and fortune in promoting the trade 
of Great Britain and America, as well for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of both countries, as 
for my own particular advantage. 

I have the Honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your refpeQful and humble Servant, 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD, 

/ 

/ VERMONT is one of the United States of 
America, bounded on the North by Canada; 
on the Eaft by the river Conne&icut, which de- 
vides it from New Hampjbire; on the South 
by Massachusetts', and on the Weft by New 

York. It is about 155 miles long, and 60 

broad : fi mated between 42 , 44 , and 45 , of 
North Latitude; and between i° 43', and 3 
36' of Eaft Longitude from the Meridian of Phi- 
ladelphia ; and is divided into eleven counties, 
to wit, Bennington, Rutland, Windham, Windfor\ \ 
Addifon, Chittenden, Orange, Caledonia^ Franklin,) 
Essex, and Orleans. . 
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A chain of high mountains, running North and 
South, divides this State nearly in the centre, be- 
tween the river Connecticut, and lake Cham- 
plain. 

The height of the land is generally from 20 
to 30 miles from the river, and about the fame 
diftance from the New York line. 

The natural growth upon this nlountain are, 
hemlock, pine, fpruce, and other evergreens; 
hence it has always a green appearance, and on 
this account has obtained the defcriptive name 
of Vermont, from the French, Verd-Mont> Green 
Mountain. 

On fome high parts of this mountain, fnow 
lies till May, and fometimes until July. The 
country is generally hilly, but not rocky ; it is 
finely watered ; the foil is very fertile, and there 
is not a better climate in the world. The inha~ 
V bitants are about 120,000. The bulk of them 
are emigrants from Connecticut and Maffachuf- 
fetts. The principal original Settlers and Found- 
ers of the State were the Families of Chittenden 
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(the prefent Governor) Allen, Warner, Baker> 
Sunderland, Brown/on, Olen, Bradley, Hawley, Ga- 
lujhea, Robin/on, Fay, Dewey, French, Majb % 
Meeds, Clark, Lyon, Oleott, Mourdocks, John/on^ 
Stone, Gallop, Richardfon, Moray, Knolton, Safford^ 
Walbridge, Fa/set, Curtis, Bailey, Hatch, Spaf- 
ford, Page, Chamberlain, and Rowley. 

The principal towns are Bennington, RutlandX 
and IVindfor. The General Affembly hold their 
feflions alternately at Rutland and Windfor. / 
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CONSTITUTION OF VERMONT. 



Here I beg leave to offer for your peru- 
fal, the Con dilution of Vermont. It's govern- 
ment is of the fame nature, and founded upon the 
fame principles as the other Governments in the 
United States of America. 

By their Conftitution, formed in 1778, and 
revifed in 1786, and in 1792, /the Supreme Le- 
giflatiye Power is veiled in a 

' HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

of the freemen. Every town has a right to 
choofe a reprefentative, on the firft Tuefday in 
September, annually. The reprefentatives, fo 
chofen, are to meet on the fecond Thurfday in 
the fucceeding O&ober, and are ftyled, 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE 
OF VERMONT. 

They have power to choofe their own Of- 
ficers y to fit on their own adjournments; pre- 
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pare bills, and ena£t them into laws; they may 
expel members, but not for caufes known to 
their condiments antecedent to their eleftion; 
impeach State criminals; grant charters of incor- 
poration; conftitute towns, boroughs, cities, and 
counties; in conjundion with the Council, they 
are annually to eleft Judges of the Supreme, 
County, and Probate Courts; Sheriffs and Juf- 
tices of the Peace; and alio with the Council, 
may ele£t M ajor-Generals, and Brigadier-Gene- 
rals, as often as there (hall be occafion; they 
have all other powers neceffary for the legis- 
lature of a free and Sovereign State : but have 
no power to add to, alter, abolifh, or infringe, 
any part of the Conftitution. 

THE SUPREME EXECUTIVE POWER 
is vetted in a Governor, or Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, and a Council of twelve perfons, chofen 
by the freemen, at the fame time they choofe 
their re\>relentative. The Governor, or Lieute- 
nant Governor of Council, are to com mi (Ti on 
all Officers; prepare fuch bufinefs as may ap- 
pear to them neceffary to lay before the General 
Affembly ; they are to fit as Judges to heat and 
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determine on impeachments, taking to their 
afliftance, for advice only, the Judges of the 
Supreme Court. They have power to grant 
pardons, and remit fines, in all cafes whatfoever, 
except in treafon and murder, in which they 
have power to grant reprieves, but not to par- 
don, until after the end of the next feflion of 
Aflembly ; and in cafes of impeachment, in which 
there is no remiffion or mitigation of punifh- 
ment, but by aft of Legiflation. They may 
alfo lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation 
of any commodity, for any time not exceeding 
thirty days, in the recefs of the Houfeonly. 

THE LAWS. 
That before thefe are enafted, they may be moft 
maturely confidered, and the inconvenience of 
hafty determinations, as much as poffible, pre- 
vented; all bills, which originate in the Aflem- 
bly, are laid before the Governor and Council 
for their revifion and concurrence, or propofals 
of amendment; who return the fame to the Af- 
fernbly with their propofals of amendment (if 
any) in writing ; and if the fame are not agreed 
to by the Aflembly, it is in the power of the Go- 
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-vernor and Council, to fufpend the parting of 
fuch bills, until the next feffion of the Legifla- 
ture: but no negative is allowed to the Gover- 
nor and Council. 

/ The framers of the Conftitution were aware 
that the Plan of government, which they had 
drawn up, would not be adequate to the af- 
fairs of government, when the ftate of the pea. 
£le fhould become different, but muft necefla- 
rily vary with it: and they wifely made provi- 
fion to have the whole examined and revifed* 
at the end of every feven years. The provifion 

they made for this purpofe, was a 

# 

COUNCIL OF CENSORS, 

to confift of thirteen perfons, to be elefted by 
the people every feventh year, on the laft WecJ- 
nefday in March; and tp aflemble on the firft 
Wednefday in June. The duty affigned to 
them, is to inquire whether the Conftitution has 
been preferved inviolate in every part; whe- 
ther the Legiflative and Executive branches of 
Government have performed their duty, as guar- 
dians of the people * or affumcd to themfelvea, 
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or exercifed other or greater powers than they 
are entitled to by the Conftitution; whether the 
public taxes have been juftly laid, and colleft- 
ed; in what manner the public monies have 
been difpofed of; and whether the Laws have 
been duly executed, y 
/' 

Powers fully competent to the following pur- 
pofes, are alfo committed to them : — they may 
fend for perfons, papers, and records, they have 
authority to pafs public cenfuresj to order 
impeachments ; and to recommend to the Legif- 
lature the repealing fuch laws, as (hall appear to 
them to have been enafted contrary to the princi- 
ples of the Conftitution — thefe powers they 
may exercife during the fpace of one year from 
the time of their eleftion ; and they may call 
a Convention to meet within two years after 
their fitting, if they judge it neceffary. 

As to the Laws, fo much of the common Law 
of England as is not repugnant to the Confti- 
tution, or to any a£t of the Legiflature, is adopt- 
ed as Law within Vermont. And fuch Statute 
Laws, and parts of Laws of the Kingdom of 
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Great Britain, as were paffed before the firft day 
of Oftober, 1760, for the explanation of the 
common Law, and are not repugnant to the Con- 
ftitution, or fome a& of the Legiflature, and are 
applicable to the circumftances of the State, are 
alfo adopted and made Law in Vermont* 

THE COURTS OF JUDICATURE 
are as follow — (viz.) The Juftices of the Peace 
in each county are annually nominated, and ap- 
pointed by the General Affembly : they are of 
courfe the fame perfons, as the members of the 
Affembly from each county, with the addition of 
a few others. They have power to try and de- 
termine all pleas and a&ions of a criminal nature, 
where the fines and forfeitures are within the fum 
of forty fallings^ and the corporal punifhment 
fhall not exceed ten (tripes. They may alfo try 
and determine all pleas and a&ions of a civil na- 
ture, (other than a&ions of defamation, replevin, 
trefpafs upon the freehold, and where the title of 
land is concerned) where the debt, and other mat* 
ter in demand, does not exceed the fum of four 
founds: and alfo determine on all fpecialties* 
notes of hand, and fettlejaccounts not exceeding 
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the fum of eight pounds. They may alio bind 
over to be tried, by the County or Supreme 
Court, all criminal offenders, -the enormity of 
whofe mifdemeanors furpaffes their power to try. 
No judgment rendered by a Juftice of Peace, 
can be reverted by writ of error : but appeals are 
allowed to the next County Court, in all cafes 
where the judgment for debt or damages, (hall 
exceed the fum of forty Jbillings. — In each 
County there is alfo a 

COUNTr COURT; 

confifting of three Judges, who are alfo annually 
appointed by the Affembly. The County 
Courts, within their refpeflive Counties, are 
to take cognizance of all criminal matters of 
every name and nature, (except fuch cafes as are 
cognizable only in the Supreme Court, or before 
a Juftice of the Peace) and award fentence : but 
any perfon profecuted for a criminal offence, may 
appeal from the judgment of a County Court, 
to the next Supreme Court. All aftions and 
caufes pf aftions of a civil nature, (except fuch 
aftions as are made cognizable folely before the 
Supreme Court, or Juftice of the Peace} muft 
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be originally commenced, and profecuted to 
efFett in a County Court. 

THE SUPREME COURT 

of Judicature confifts of three Judges to be an- 
nually chofen by ballot; by the Governor, 
Council, and General Affembly, at their Oftober 
Seffion. This Court has cognizance of all pleas of 
the State, criminal aftions and caufes, and what- 
foever relates to the prefervation of the Peace, 
and punifhment of offenders ; and alfo of civil 
caufes or aftions between party and party, and 
between the State and any of its- fubjefts, 
whether the fame be brought into faicJ Court 
by appeal, writ of error, or in any other legal 
way whatfoever. 

The Supreme Court has original exclufive 
jurifdi&ion of the crimes of adultery, polygamy, 
and all capital felonies; of treafon, mifprifion 
of treafon, counterfeiting the currencies of the 
State, and every fpecies of forgery, perjury, 
fubornation of perjury, inceft, rape, defaming 
the civil authority of the State, and all other 
crimes and mifdemeanors, where a fine or pe~ 
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nalty is going to the State-treafury, or where 
the punifhment extends, either by common or 
Statute Law, to the lofs of life, limb, or banifh- 
ment. The Supreme Court begins their 

CIRCUIT 

in Bennington County, on the firft Tuefday in 
Auguft ; from thence it proceeds to Rutland, the 
next adjacent County, beginning the feflion there 
on the fecond Tuefday in Auguft; and in this 
order proceeds m through all the Counties in the 
State, beginning the feflion in the qext County, on 
the fucceeding Tuefdays, until they h^ve finifhed 
the Circuit in feven weeks at Windham County : 
and it is left to the Chief Juftice, to call a 

SPECIAL COURT, 

where the exigencies of government (hall re- 
quire it. 

A COURT OF CHANCERT 

is alfo conftituted in the State of Vermont ; to 
be holden in the feveral counties within the 
State, at the feveral times and places appoint- 
ed by Law for holding the Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 
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The Judges of the Supreme Court, are 
conftituted Judges or Chancellors of the Court 
of Chancery. They have all this powers, 
> ufually exercifed by that Court in this King- 

i dom, and in the New England States. 

* 
The manner of procefs in this Court, is to 
be governed and regulated by the Judges; 
conforming, as near as may be, to the rules 
and precedents eftablifhed in the Courts of 
Chancery, in the Kingdom of Great Britain. 
With refpeft to 

THE MILITIA, 

* 

the military force of the State confifts of all 
the able bodied males, from fixteen to forty- 
five years of age, with fuch exceptions as are 
cuftomary in the other States. The men are re- 
quired by Law to provide themfelves with 
fuch arms as are ufed in time of war, when 
ii> aftual fervice. They are divided into com- 
panies, regiments, brigades, and divifions. The 
companies eleft their Captains, and Subalterns. 
The Captains and Subalterns appoint the Field 
Officers of their relpeftive regiments. The 
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Brigadier Generals, and the Major Generals, n 
are appointed by the Governor, Council, and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives. The Governor is 

CAPTAIN GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN 
CHIEF, 

and with the advice of the Council, is to arrange 
the whole Militia into divifions, and brigades $ 
and may from time to time, make fuch altera- 
tions as he (hall think fit. The whole Militia 
confifts of about 24,000 men, who are to be 
reviewed, at leaft, once in two years. 

He {hall not command in perfon, unlefs 
advifed thereto by the Council ; and then only 
fo long as they {hall approve. The Lieutenant 
Governor, by virtue of his office, is 

. LIEUTENANT GENERAL 

of the Forces of the State. 

THE STAFF 

at prefent, confifts of one Captain General, one 
Lieutenant General, four Major Generals, eight 
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Brigadier Generals, one Adjutant General, and 
one Commiflary General. 

In a word, the Militia of Vermont are a brave, 
intrepid fet of men — and better markfmen can- 
4 not be produced. 

I have the Honour to be, 

^ My Lord, 

Your refpe&ful *nd humble Servant, 

J. A. Graham. 



O* 




BEtfNINGTON COUNTY. 

LETTER 
IV. 



Bennington is the capital of the County 
of the fame name, and is a half (hire with 
Mancbefter: It lies Eaft of the river Hudfon, 
diftant about thirty-fix miles from the city of 
Albany, and joins upon the State of New Tork. 
Bennington has many local advantages, fuperior 
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to almbft any other town in the State ; its con- 
tiguity to New City % Troy, and Albany, the marts 
from whence the inhabitants may always export 
their produce to advantage, is of the higheft 
confequence to them. It is fituated on aa 
eminence, commanding extenfive profpetts over 
a mod delightful country, interfered by mul- 
titudes of rivulets that fportively meander 
through finely- cultivated fields, and ample mea- 
dows. The houfes are magnificent and ele- 
gant, and though not built with that regularity 
that we meet with in Europe, forms perhaps, 
upon the whole, a more interefting pifture. 
They are ere fled in general with large frames 
of wood, filled up with brick and mortar, fo hard 
and durable as almoft to bid defiance to Time. 
The foil is excellent, and raifes vaft fupplies of 
wheat, Indian corn, red and white clover, and 
herd's grafs. Butter, cheefe, pork, and poultry, 
are every where produced in fuch abundance, 
as befides fupplying the wants of the inhabitants 
even to profufion, enables them to export con- 
fiderable quantities. The low lands are well 
watered by a large river, which runs through 
the town, and fertilizes them to fuch a de- 
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gree, that the crops of hay are truly wonder* 
ful. Q n this river are fevera l mills for corn , 
fawing, and iron works. The noife of the axe 
and hammer refounds along its banks: Induftry 
every where lifts up its chearful voice, and 
health, competence, independence, and content, 
fmile around the fafcinating fcene. 

The fruits are apples, peaches, pears, red and 
white plumbs, grapes, currants, and goofe- 
berries, all excellent in their kind, and almoft 
every fort of vegetable. The timber is red 
and white oak, birch, elm, walnut, chefnut, 
hard and foft maple, &c. 

They have an excellent breed of cattle and 
horfes; the Englifh horfes are coming much into 
fafliion, and the greateft care is taken by the 
better fort of people to encourage their in- 
creafe. 

The bufinefs of the town is regulated and 
conduced in the fame manner as that of other 
towns in the State: here they have a fmall Aca- 
demy, and feveral day-fchools. The Court- 
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houfe and Goal, under one roof, is a handfome 
building, in the centre of the town; but the 
Meeting houfe makes but a mean appearance, 
and is difgraceful.to the place— -the Rev. Mr. 
Szvift is the Minifter of it. The families of 
Dewey, Robin/on, Smith, Titcbenor, Safford, WaU 
bridge % and Fay, are the leading people. Mr, 
Mofes Robin/on, was one year Governor of the 
State, he has fince been a Senator in Congrefs, 
is an exemplary man, and profeffes to be a 
Chriftian,; this gentleman has feveral brothers 
who have rifen into fame confequence, by the 
help of Brother, Mofes. Mr. R. Smith was 
educated at Yale College* he was bred to 
the Law, is an excellent eharafter, and has 
purfued the pra&ice of his profeffion in Vermont \ 
with reputation and fuccefs ; he is alto a Col- 
lector of the Excife for the diftrift of Vermont^ 
under the Federal Government, and is, in every 
fituation, and relative conneftion of life, the gen- 
tleman, the fcholar, and the friend. Mr. Titcbe- 
nor was educated at Dfew-Jerfey College, and does 
honour, by his abilities, and claffical attainments, 
to that inftitution: to the mod engaging eafe, and 
affability of manners, is joined a heart replete 
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with the milk of human kindnefs, beneficent, 
good tempered, and impartial; be fhfcharge$ 
his duty as Chief Judge of the Supreme Court, 
with incorruptible fidelity. 

Meflrs. Safford and Walbridge> are good 
ftatefmen, and belong to the Council of State; 
they are pious, exemplary good men, great 
farmers, eafy of accefs, and endeavour to make 
all around them happy. 

Mr. Fay is Adjutant General of the State, 
bred to the Law, a gentleman of philanthropy, 
hofpitality, and undoubted veracity. 

Mr. Dezvey is fon to the Rev. Mr. Dewey y 
Reftor of Bennington-, he is a gentleman of 
a ftrong mind, found judgment, and confident 
tion; is a fteady fupporter of order and regu- 
larity, and from his ftri& attention to bufinefs, 
has accumulated a confiderable fortune. To 
fum up his charafter in a very few words, he is 
the friend of the widow, the fatherlefs, and 
of his fellow-creatures. 
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Mr. Ha/well has a Printing Office, and is 
a very able Printer, and a gentleman of great 
fcientific knowledge. 



Mr. Mofes Robin/en has a fuperb brick houfe 
in Bennington, as alfo Mr. J. Robin/an. Mr. 
Dewey, and Mr. Smith* have very elegant 
wood houfes; but for real tafte in Archite&ure, 
Mr. Titcbenor's wood houfe is the beft laid out 
and executed, according to the fize of it, of 
any in the County. — His chimney pieces and 
hearths are of a beautiful clouded marble, as 
highly polifhed as any I have feen in London; 
and to his further honour be it fpoken, Mr* 
Titcbenor a flu red me that moft of thefe were exe- 
cuted by his own hands. 



. At Bennington they make pot and pearl 
afties, though not in fuch quantities as in 
many other parts of the State; their exports and 
imports are conveyed in waggons, drawn both j 
by oxen and horfes, they go and return from ! 
market in two days. — The public road to Albany ! 
is exceedingly good. 1 have ridden from Ben- 



i;j> ' ii" fc- x 



3<5 BENNINGTON* 



ningtm to New-City^ (a diftance of thirty miles,) 
in three hours. 

The number of inhabitants are about two 
thoufand fix hundred. 

Family quarrels, what man of fenfibility 
or honour can think of expofing ? Over the 
battle of Bennington^ on the 16th of Auguft, 
1777, then, let me draw a veil, with this An- 
gle obfervation, that it contributed in no im- 
material degree to the independence of America; 
that it will to the lateft times be remembered 
with gratitude, by that country ; and that to the 
cool and intrepid heroifm of Gen. Starks, and 
Col. Setb Warner^ and the bravery of the 
Green Mountain Boys^ who fo gallantly fought 
under them, the fuccefs of it is to be attri- 
buted. 

I h^ve the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J, A. Graham. 



LETTER 
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MY LORD, 

PROCEED we on to PtnvnaU which is the 
South Wefterly corner town (or townfhip) of 
the State, bounded on the North by Bennington^ 
on the South by f^illiams-ttnvn^ (Maffachufetts) 
on the Weft by the State of New-Torkj and by 
Stamford, on the Eaft. This diftrift is beauti- 
fully diverfified with hill and dale, and though 
Tome of the land is ftony, yet it yields great 
crops of wheat, corn, rye, oats, peafe, and 
beans. Beef, pork, butter, and cheefe, are here 
in vaft abundance. The pafture is incompa- 
. rably line; the timber much the fame as in 
Betinington. (The real value of the land is from 
twelve ihillings to four pounds fterling per acre. 
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Meflrs. Jewet and Wright^ are the political 
fathers of the place. At Pownal is a Meeting- 
houfe, and I am forry to add, that thofe who 
frequent it are rather bigotted, exceffively par- 
ticular, and absolutely wedded to their own 
forms and ways. This difpofition, I fear, is 
not confined to Pownal alone. A liberal 
fpirit can only be diffufed by knowledge, and 
an intercourfe with the world. Poor and defpica- 
ble indeed is the fentiment that excites us to 
regard the cuftoms of others with fcorn or con* 
tempt: if thofe cuftoms, even though they may 
appear to us abfurd, are harmlefs, they claim 
fome degree of our refpeft ; and if praife- wor- 
thy, call aloud for our imitation, I know not a 
paffion that I fhould more exult to root from the 
heart of man, than that over- weening pride that 
influences narrow minds to look ' upon ' them- 
felves as fuperior to fuch of their fellow, 
creatures who are not exaftly of their opinion. 
The offspring of Pelf and Ignorance,* adopted by 
Intolerance, reared by Superftition, and foftered 
by Arrogance and Self-conceit, this abhorred 
Imp was let loofe to deftroy Nature's faireft 
works, and corrode her choiceft bleflings; Piety 
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beholds its bloated form with a figh, Chearful- 
nefs flies affrighted from its prefence, and Cha- 
rity pines and languiihes negle&ed within the 

verge of its gloomy abode. Whip, whip 

me fuch a monfter from the face of the 
earth! 

A ftranger, in paffing through Pownaf, would 
fcarcely be led to fuppofe there were thirty fami- 
lies in it, notwithftanding which there are above 
two thoufand fouls. At the beat of a drum, 
or on the town meeting days, they pour forth 
from their little huts in fwarms; they are in- 
duftrious, frugal, and enterprifing, are good 
gunners, and moft expert cudgel players. The 
complexion of the people is rather fwarthy. 

Shaftesbury^ which we next vifit, is a rich 
flourilhing town, adjoining Bennington^ and the 
State of NewrTorki the land is admirable for 
railing every kind of grain, pulfe, and ve- 
getable. It alfo produces the fineft apples, 
peaches, pears, plumbs, cherries, and quinces 
in the whole State. Nor is their beef, mut- 
ton, pork, butter, and cheefe, inferior either 
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in quantity, or quality, to their other prodfic* 
itions. They export their fuperfluities to New- 
City y and Troy, at as cheap a rate as the in- 
habitants of Bennington. Pot and pearl afhes 
afford great affiftance in making remittances 
for their imports; there i fcarce a town in 
Vermont that exports more of thefe articles. 
I have known fix thoufand barrels fent off 
out of the State in one feafon, fince the 
war. 

The inhabitants arc rich farmers, principally 
emigrants from Rhodt-Ijland. There is no 
public building, except the Meeting-houfe, 
which is handfome and commodious. The 
Rev. Mr. Blood is the Minifter, and an able 
Sandimonian preacher. 

The Hon. Mr. 0//», is, without excep- 
tion, one of the firmed fupporters of the State, 
and a political Star of the firft magnitude : he 
poffeffes great natural talents, an intuitive 
knowledge of mankind, and is at once nobly 
free in his opinions, and decided in his con- 
duct. On religious fubje&s, his ideas are a$ 
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liberal as his foul is expanded, (baring above 
the mean fopperies of prieftcraft, and the 
Fanaticifrn of New England : he is in the mod .i f .- f ' 
cornprehenfive fenfe of the word — a Chriftian 5 
and to the very ardent define of doing good, 
united the ftronge^t energy of chara&er, the 
moft unfullied honour; and a veracity on all 
he utters imprefles the feal of truth. Mr. 
Ol in, for many years, difcharged the important 
duties of Speaker of the Houfe of the Gene- 
ral Aflembly: he is now one of the Council 
of State, and one of the Judges of the Court 
of Common P^as in the County of Bennington. 

Mr. GaUuJhea is alfo one of the Council 
of State; he is mild, benevolent, of a philofo- 
phic turn of mind, and of a clear cornprehen- 
five underftanding. Though not a dealer in 
many words, he gives his reafons with opennefs 
and candor, and always makes them plain 
to the meaneft capacity. He defpifes party 
intrigues, and the little dirty duplicities of * • \ 
fa&ion, and at the fame time contrives to 
avoid cenfure. That fuch a man (hould be 
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cfteemcd and beloved by all who know him, 
is but the juft tribute due to fuch exalted 
worth! 

Shaftesbury is finely watered, and has feve- 
ral corn and faw mills, they have vaft quanti- 
ties of white marble here, of a quality equal to 
any I have feen in Europe, though, at pre* 
lent, they have not the art of polifhing it fo 
highly. They ufe it for their fire places, 
tomb (tones, and the under pinning of their 
houfes. 

The value of land in Shaftesbury is from 
twenty (hillings to thirty pounds, per acre. 
The number of its inhabitants about two 
thoutand, their complexion refemble thofe of 
Pownal. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. Sec. 

J. A. Graham. 
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r MY LORD, 

\ ARLINGTON lies on the ftream called the 

Roaring-Branch. In this place the Governor 
i formerly refided ; it is a very broken townfhip, 

? * yet there is fome good land, though in general 

, it is very* (tony. The ftream called the Roaring- 

Branch juftly deferves that appellation. With 
a noife terrible as the thunder in the New World, 
it madly pours its proud torrents over enormous 
crags, and at the breaking up of the winter, the 
vaft fhoals of ice, borne down by the mountain 
floods, fiercely fweep along, and carrying de- 
vaftation with them, deftroy the bridges, none of 
which have yet been conftrufted of a ftrength 
fufficiently able to refill fuch rude affailants. 

€i Red came the river down, and loud and oft 
" The angry fpirit of the water flmekU" 
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The inhabitants of Arlington amount to about 
One Thoufand, moftly Proteftants. The firft 
Epifcopal Church built in the State was ere&ed 
here, and here alfo the Council of Old Settlers 
was for fome time held. Arlington has likewife 
been noted for being the place where the Land- 
jobbers of New-Tork were feized, and mod 
defervedly chaftized for their rapacity and in- 
folence. The people are fond of commutation 
and bartering, but are almoft continually chang- 
ing and fhifting their refidence. . The value of 
the land is from fix {hillings to three pounds per 
acre. 

Sunderland^ which lies between Arlington and 
Mancbefter, is feated in a paradife, where Na- 
ture, with a profufe and liberal hand, has poured 
out every beauty, as well as bleffing, that can 
fafcinate the eye, or gladden the heart' of man. 
The lands around it, may, with propriety, be 
(tiled the Tempi of Bennington County: through 
a part of them, fituated between two mountains, 
runs a noble river, the waters of which, over- 
flowing the inter-vales, (efpecially at the fpring of 
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the year, when the fnow diffolves on the moun- 
tains,) leaves fuch a richnefs on the foil as no 
other manure can equal. The crops, as may 
confequently be fuppofed, are prodigious. 



^ 



The uplands alfo produce large crops of hay f j 
wheat, Indian corn, hemp, and flax. Which;) 
ever way you turn, plenty furrounds you ; and} 

> the fined fituations imagination can form an idea \ 

j of, prefent themfelves for building ; fituations, ;- 

1 which the quick perception of elegance an4 I 

> tafte will, no doubt, hereafter feize upon and \ 
I adorn with fabricks worthy of their grandeur, j 

Yes, on thofe majeftic hills, within the bofoms 1 
of ever-verdant woods, what palaces, and j 
what delightful villas are deftined to rife — the . I 
works of genius and of art have long beamed 
their influence on every other quarter of the 
globe; with no relu&ant fteps they now turn to- 
wards America — towards a people, every day 
more and more anxious to bid them welcome; 
who can offer to their ftudy the moft fublime 
works of an Omnipotent Creator, and amongft 
whom they muft eventually eftablifh their em- 
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pire. * Every event in Europe tends to this great 
purpofe, and lofting peace and amity with England 
will, above all other circumfiances, afftft to/ecure it. 

The religion of Sunderland is Prefbyterianifm, 
they have a good meeting houfe, attend to 
order and regularity, and are induftrious and 
frugal. The families of Brown/on and Bradley are 
the leading people. Capt. R. Bradley lately dif- 
covcred a lead mine upon his farm, which, from 
every appearance, promifes to be highly pro- 
duftive. Some of the ore from this mine I 
brought with me at his requeft to London, 
where, fince my arrival, it has been analized by 
Dr. John/on, and other chemical gentlemen; 
and the refult has been, their declaring to me 
that the ore produced eighty-two per cent, of 
fine lead, and about three of filver. This vein 
lies about two feet from the furface, and is about 
fourteen inches in circumference, and the rocks 
and ground where it is opened bear a ftrong re. 
femblance to a mine near Penzance, in Cornwall^ 
which I vifited in the year 1795. The 
number of inhabitants in Sunderland do not 
amount to more than fix hundred. The value 
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of the land is from two to thirty pounds per 
acre. Of Gen. Brmmfon, who lives here, I (hall 
juft obferve, that he was a violent partifan in the 
late war ; and that as a proof of his valiant con- 
duct, he now carries in his body eighteen differ- < 
ent pieces of lead, which he received during that 
fetal conteft : he is a man of bufinefs, enjoys 
perfcft health, and feels no fort of inconvenience 
in confequence of. his wounds. I have often 
heard him fpeak of the matter with manly cool- 
nefs, * I fought* faid he, " in what I believed to 
be a juft caufe, I affifted my brave fellow-citi- 
zens to fecure the Freedom of my Country, I 
lived to obtain my purpofe, and I am happy/* 

Stamford, Readfborougb, Woodford, Scarfburgb, 
Glaftanbuvy, Somerfet, Stratton, Windhatt % Land- 
grave, and Bromley, are all mountainio affls. In ^ 
the quality of the land there is litde differ- 
ence through thefe diftrias. They are all in- 
corporated, and fend Members to the General 
AfTembly, except Strattm and Landgrave. I^The j 
inhabitants devote themfelves principally to the I 
breeding and increafe of cattle, and fend more to I 
foreign markets than they do of any other pro- * 
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duce, their land in general being much better 
for grazing than for grainj The timber is hem- 
lock, pine, fpruce, maple, elm, birch, and black 
and white oak. This country abounds in deer, 
foxes, wolves, bears, rabbits, &c. &c. and affords 
a conftant fource of pleafure as well as emolu- 
ment to the hunter. The lands are covered 
with fnow one half of the year, 1 recolleft 
making an excurfion to Strattm^ on bufinefs, in 
the laft week of October, 1790, when the fnow 
was mid-leg deep : on the feventeenth of the 
May following I had again occafion to vifit the 
fame town, at which time I found the fnow dill 
lying in many places, in large banks, though in 
general it was gone off from the face of the 
country.^ There are a number of good farms in 
each of thefe towns, but in a ftate of nature, the 
lands are very hard to clear, the inhabitants are 
induftrious, brave, generous, and hofpitable, and 
when a ftranger goes among!} them, they think 
themfelves more than repaid by the pleafure of 
entertaining him, and the higheft gratification 
they can receive is his promife of vifitiug them 
again. Their roads and bridges leading to the 
public poft roads are all bad ; they have a num-* 
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ber of mills for fawing their timber, but at pre- 
tent are indebted to their neighbours for grind* 
ing their corn. The people are exceedingly 
fiout and robuft, and fo inured to hardlhips 
from the feverity of the climate, that they will 
undergo what a South- Briton would hardly give 
credit to. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham* 
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MY LORD, 

THROUGH fcenes of new beauty proceed 
we now to Manchefter^ which joins on Sunder- 
land, and lies on .very high ground, with the 
gigantic form of the Eajl Mountain^ fublimely 
towering between it and Stratton^ another ftu- 
pendous mountain, though not quite fo high as 
the former, which divides it from Sandgate. This 
town has a deep rich foil, and produces almoft 
all kinds of grain, large crops of hay, and has 
much good meadow and pafture land. The 
orchards with which this County is every where 
planted, give it a moft delightful appearance; 
and its romantic fcenery is (till further heighten- 
ed by the innumerable fprings and rivulets, 
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that defcend from the mountains, attd wind 
amongft the lower grounds and vallies, affording 
never-failing fupplies of water to the inhabi- 
tants, and meandering through their fields, as 
fancy or convenience dire&s their couffe. The 
main ftreet of Mattcbefter is about one mile in 
length, and makes a handfome appearance ; the 
houfes are built of wood, and are elegant and 
Commodious, and amongft the bed, are thofe of 
Doftor AlliS) and Mr. Armsbury. 

This town is a half fhire with Bennington^ 
they have no public buildings, except their 
Meeting-houfes: of thefe there are two; the 
largeft (lands in the centre of the main ftreet* 
,ki which the Courts of Juftice hold their feflions j 
the other is fituated about a mile from the main 
ftreet. Their religion is Epicopacy, and Presby- 
tery. The families of Afq/b, French, and 
Meed % were the firft fettlers. The great mills in 
this town belong to M^ Meed. The. winter 
here is very fevere, the fnow. falls deep, and 
from the conftant blowing of the wind, it drifts 
fo much, that it frequently renders travelling 
Jpoth inconvenient and dangerous. The great 
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road from the State of Majfacbufetts, Connecticut, 
and New-fork, to the northern parts of the 
State of Vermont, on the Weft fide of the Green 
Mountain paffes through Mancbefter. At the 
upper end of the main ftreet there are two 
great roads: that on the right, going to the 
North, leads to Rutland upon the right of 
Dorfet and Danby Mountains; the one on the 
left condu&s you by Pawlet and Fair Haven 
to Lake Champlain. 

/ ■ 

Mancbefter is thirty fix miles from Rutland, 
and twenty-four from Bennington. The beft 
hotel in the place is kept by Doftor Allis\ 
and this, however odd it may found to a Eu- 
ropean ear, is the cuftom nearly all over 
New England, where the mod refpeftable part 
of the Community are the inn-keepers, and 
where it not unfrequently happens that the 
landlords are men of erudition, independent 

fortunes, and magiftrates. 

/ 

There are two young gentlemen at Man- 
vbefter, Mr. Smith and Mr. Squires, whofe 
abilities, it appears to me, mult raife them 
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Migh in the fervice of their Country. Mr. 
Squires was educated at Tale College, he is a 
good judge of law, a candid fair fpeaker, and 
is Secretary to the Governor and Council, an 
office which he difcharges with juftice to his 
fellow-citizens, and honour to himfelf. 

In Summer there is fuch an equal ferenity 
of weather, at Mancbefter, that one has fcarce 
the power of wiihing for a change : it is nei- 
ther too hot nor cold; and even in Jufy and 
Auguft) which are here the moft fultry months 
in the year, the kind breezes, which whifper 
among the trees, and prefs between the moun- 
tains, refrefh the weary traveller, and render 
this place, if I may venture to ufe fuch an ex- 
preffion, the habitation of the Zephyrs. 

The value of land is from two guineas to / 
thirty guineas, per acre. 

The number of inhabitants are about four- u 
teen hundred. On their holidays, they run 
horfes, go on (hooting parties, and play at 
bowls. They have feveral fchools for educau 
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ing their children: and, added to all their 
other advantages, a large dream runs through 
the town, from whence, even at their very 
doors, they are fupplied with vaft quantities of 
falmon trout, and aim oft every kind of fmall fifh; 

Dor/et joins Mancbefler, and has fome good 
land, though in general it is ftony. The heft 
cultivated farms in it belong to Col. Majb and 
Mr. Sbumway, who are the leading chara&ers of 
the diftrift. 

The principal grain raifed in this town ii 
/rye and Indian corn — the land alfo produces 
excellent flax, and the meadows exceffive crops 
of hay and good pafture. Tile face of the 
country is beautifully diverfified with hills 
and v allies; it has a mountain ' exceedingly 
high, the top of which, for at lead three parts 
of ' the year, is enveloped in clouds : it is 
not unfrequent to fee its top rifing a great 
height above them, and the rain defcending in 
catara&s down their fides witfi atmoft the vela- 
city of the falls of Niagara, while the fun beams 
fhoot their brighteft rays on the adjacent fields 
and neighbourhood. 
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In the year 1780, a ponderous rock, about 
twenty tons weight, broke off from this moun- 
tain, and forced its way near four hundred 
yards down a precipice ; the firmed rooted trees, 
the mod enormous crags, bowed fubmiffive, 
and when it reached the bottom! fo irrefiftible 
was its force, that it buried itfelf about fifteen \/ 
feet under the earth. The place where it funk 
is a fmall flat piece of low land which re- 
ceives the waters of Dorfet, Danby, and the 
Eaft Mountain : here they divide ; one part takes 
its courfe to ,the North, and is the head of 
Otter ^Creek 1 the other part aflumes a South 
Wefterly direction through Mancbefter^ Sunder- 
land, and Arlington^ and from thence into 
the State of New-Tork. 

The inhabitants of Dorf et are very induftri- 
ous: .they enclofe their land with ftrong fences 
of ftone walls and timber; yet they are terribly 
ann oyed by the wolves, which pour down from 
the mountains and often deftroy whole flocks 
in a tingle night. This makes AeJ)i£eding of 
fheep extremely hazardous; however, they are 
amply compenfated in another refped, by the 
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prodigious quantities of honey they take every 
year, one farmer often procuring five hun- 
dred weight in a feafon. They alfo raife im- 
menfe numbers of geefe, turkies, ducks, and 
fowls, and have falmon trout in as great abun- 
dance as the people of Mancbefier. 

They have a Diflenting Meeting-houfe, but 
are much divided in their religious tenets. 

v JBiey^Jhave jhree Schools, The number of 

\ inhabitants is about ^eyeiLjiundred, and the 
value of land from three fhilljpgs to twenty 
pounds per acre, 

1 have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 



LETTER 

vm. 



. MY LORD, 

SANDGATE lies adjoining, on the Weft, 
the State of New-r*rk, and Eaft, on Manchef- 
ter. The fituation of this town is very retired, 
being almoft entirely furrounded by mountains, 
finely timbered with maple, birch, oak r faflifrax, 
box-wood, elm, and hiccory. The land is 
good for wheat, Indian corn, and grazing* ^ 

They have a Presbytetian Meeting-houfe at 
Sandgatt) and the greateft part of the inhabitants 
are of that perfuaGon. They emigrated prin- 
cipally from Woodbury in Connefticut. In the 
laft three years, thb town has made vaft improve- 
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ments. The making of fugar from the fap of 
the maple tree, and of pot and pearl afhes, has 
afforded them great affiftance, at the fame time 
that it tended very much to clear their lands. 
The method, they adopt for the latter pur- 
pofe, in order to prepare them for a crop, is, 
to cut down tkeir timber, about two feet from 
the ground, then chop it in pieces, and place it 
in heaps at a propep feaibn, when they fet 
fire to them — after this they colleft the afhes, 
make them into falts of lees, and pot and pearl 
afhes: — thefe afhes amply pay them, for the 
clearing of the land, which they then harrow 
Over, fow their Wheat, or plant their Indian 
corn, without any further cultivation; and the 
produce pf wheat is generally from thirty to 
forty bufhels per acre, and in thofe parts planted 
with Indian corn, the profit is feldom inferior 
in proportion. 

Thus thfc labourer gets his grounds cleared 
without any expence, and with little trouble, 
and his firft harveft feldom fails of yielding 
him double the original coft of the whole 
land fo cultivated. 
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Every man is his own landlord, for they 
all hold their domains in Fee-fimple, hot fub- 
jeft to any vaflalage or feudatory. — They have 
a great many mills in this place, and sure very 
induftrious and enterprifing. — Th§ families of 
Hurd and Brijiol^ are the moft leading among 
them. 

The value of land is from three (hillings 
to ten pounds per acre. — The number of fouls 
is fhort of one thoufand. 

I have the honour to be, &c, &c. 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD, 

RUPERT is the North-Weft comer town 
of the county of Bennington. It joins Weft 
on the State of New-Torky Eaft on Dorfef, 
North on Pawlet, and South on Sandgate. An- 
nexed to Rupert is much good land, and a con- 
fiderable quantity of flat and handfome inter- 
vales: it likewife has hilly and mountain lands. 

This town, like the neighbouring ones, is fine- 
ly, watered, and has plenty of fmall fifh. It 
is excellently Umbered, and its very improved 
grounds produce large crops of hay and grain. 
The inhabitants are good hufbandmen, and 
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keep their farms, barns, and (tails in the beft 
order, and in a manner that proves Induftry 
loves to refide amongft them. I do not know 
any thing more creditable to a country than {hat 
neatnefs, which without doors as well as within, 
is a fure fign of chearfulnefs, content, and plentyj 
for I believe it is generally found that they go 
hand in hand, and that the people (in whatever 
country) who affiduoufly cultivate the protec- 
tion of the houfhold and rural deities, poffefs 
at the fame time, liberal and generous fend- 
ments; while diforder and filth, as allured- 
ly chara&erife (loth and a groveling meannefs of 
intellect* 

At Rupert they have vaft quantities of beef, 
pork, butter, and cheefe, and almoft all kinds of 
grain in equal abundance. 

Their religion is Epifcopacy and Presbytery. 
They have a Meeting-houfe,, but no fettled 
Minifter; and are indebted, as well as fome of 
their neighbours, to itinerant preachers who vifit 
them. They have fchools for inftru&ing their 
youth. The value of land is from fix (hillings 
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to twenty pounds per acre. — The number of 
fouls is about twelve hundred — frank, open, 
and hofpitable in their manners, particularly to 
Grangers, which to do them barejuftice, is, I 
rauft fay, in general, the leading feature in the 
chara&er of the Verfnonteers. 

- The families of Curtis and Smith were amongft 
the firft fettlers, and ftill retain their original 
refpe&ability. 




RUTLAND COUNTY. 



LETTER 
X. 



MY LORD) 

RUTLAND is a (hire town, and capital 
of the County of the fame name: it lies on 
Otter Creeks between Killington and Ira Moun- 
tains: it is diftant from Bennington about fixty 
miles, and is divided into two parishes, called 
Eq/i and Weft Rutland. On the Eaft fide is the 
main ftreet, three miles in length, the centre 
of which, for near a mile, lies high, ftreight, 
and level, and much refembles Dartford. 
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In the centre is a fquare, containing about 
five Englifh acres, known by the name of 
Federal-Square (which name I had the honour to 
give it); in front of this, on the Eaft fide, ftands a 
new Court-Houfe, built of wood, by no means 
an ornament to the place, owing to the bad 
tafte, and want of judgment in archite&ure of 
the Committee appointed to lay out the money, 
which was raifed by voluntary contribution, for 
the purpofe of ere&ing this building. In this 
are held the feflions of the General Affembly 
(eftabliflied here and at JVindfor alternately), the 
Diftrift Court under the Federal Government* 
the Supreme Court of the State, the Courts 
of Common Pleas, and the Court of Probate 
for the diftria of Rutland. The Goal ftands 
about one hundred rods South of Federal 
Square* on the Weft fide of the main ftreet; 
it is a good building and anfwers every pur- 
pofe for which it was defigned. About half 
a mile North of the Court Houfe, is a neat 
Church.' On each fide the Square, and main 
ftreet, are built fome handfome and elegant 
houfes; particularly on the Eaft fide, are feve- 
ral which draw the attention of all travellers-— 
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the largeft of thefe was intended for the refi- 
dence of the Bifhop of Virmont. 

The upland js filled with lime-ftone, the low 
.lands abound with clay. The intervale lands 
on the Creek are of a deep rich foil, and produce 
exqeffive crops of hay, and Indian corn ; but, 
unfortunately for the huibandman, the Indian 
corn is often cut off by the Xroft. The uplands 
.produce wheat, rye, oats, barley, beans, peas, 
themp, and flax. About half a mile from the 
Coqrt-Hbufe, in the main ftreet, ^Silver Mine 
has lately been difcovered, faid to be of great 
value ; but for the truth of this I cannot pre- 
tend to be anfwerable ; though beyond a doubt 
there is a Copper Mine in the vicinity ; and there 
are great quantities of iron ore near Rutland. 
There are two great falls of water here, known 
by the names of Mides's and Sotberland's Falls, 
on each of which are corn and fa w mills. Mr. 
Ofgoed, in the year 1794, erefted, on Otter 
Creek, the beft corn mills in the County. Here 
alfo is a Printing Office, an Oil „ MUI^Ofat 
Manufa&ory , a large B rewery, and a Mam^fag- 
totyjof Nails. The water is conveyed fronp 
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the mountains to the town in wooden pipes, laid 
about two feet under ground. Every material 
for building, except glafs aild paint, are made 
here. The principal timber is pine, maple, 
hemlock, and birch. Pot and pearl afh are 

/ made in ^reat abundance. The wolf and bear 
often defcend from the Eaft mountains, and do 
much damage, deftroying the fheep and corn. 

I The value of land is from t wenty fhillin jgs to 
fixty^pojinds an acre^ The numb er of inhabi- 
tants about fixtee n hundre d, emigrated from 
JLngland, Ireland, New Hampjbire, Maffacbufetts, 
Rhode IJland, Connecticut l , and the State of New 
York. 

Doftor Williams, Mr. Mattocks, Mr. Smithy 
Mr. Buell, Mr. Bell, Mr. Ofgood, Meffrs. Chip- 
mans, Meffrs. Williams, are the leading people 
of the town. 

Of Samuel Williams, L. L. D. Member of 
the Meteorological Society, in Germany, of the 
Philofophical Society in Philadelphia, and of the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in Majacbu/etts, 
it may with propriety be faid, that he is the 
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mod enlightened man in the State in every 
branch of Philofophy and Polite Learning $ and 
it is doing him no more than juftice to fay, 
there are very few in the United States poffefled 
of greater abilities, or more extenfive informa- 
tion: added to which, he is a mod excellent 
orator, and always, fpeaks in a manner bed 
adapted to the underftanding and capacity of 
thofe whom he addrefles. In the year 1 794 the 
Dofior wrote and publifhed the Natural Hiftory 
of Vermont, executed much to his honour, and 
to the great fatisfa&ion of all Naturalids. In 
politenefs, eafe, and elegance of manners, Do&or 
Williams is not inferior to the mod polilhed 
European Gentleman. 

Mr . N. Cbipman is one of the firft Law cha- 
racters in the State, he has been Diftrift Judge, 
and Chief Judge of the Supreme Court. Mr. 
Darius Cbipman is a good lawyer, afliduous and 
perfevering in his profeflion, a gentleman of wit 
. and humour, and a mod agreeable compa- 
nion. 

Mr. Mattocks is Treafurer of the State, which 



68 auT^Ayp. 



office he discharges to the univerfal fatisfaSjon 
of the people. 

Mr. Smith was educated at . the Univerfity of 
ConneSicut, and was bred to the Law ; he is a 
good fcholar, converfant in fpecial pleadings, 
and is how a reprefentative from the State, in 
Congrefs ; his manners are mild, modeft, and 
agreeable. 

Mr. Buell is a praftitioner at the Bar, *and 
much merit is due to him for his ambition and 
perfeverance in the obje&s of his purfuit, the 
more fo perhaps for his devoting himfelf to a 
laborious profeffion, while nature has endowed 
him with great original talents for Poetry, the 
facinating charms of which few minds have fuffi- 
cient refolution to withftand. 

Mr. Bell is High Sheriff of the County, a 
gentleman of the ftrifteft honour and veracity, 
has a tenacious memory, and I can with propri- 
ety declare he is better informed in point of the 
local bufinefs, and the true fituation of indivi- 
duals, in the different Counties, than any perfon 
in the Commonwealth. 
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Mr. Stephen Williams is one of the feleft meii 
of the town, and claims my particular notice and 
attention ; with him for nine years paft I have 
had the honour to be on the moft friendly terms 
of intimacy. The hofpitality of his difpofition 
towards ftrangers' would alone be fufficient to 
fendear him to all who know him ; but the fame 
generous turn of mind leads him to far nobler 
exertions of benevolence — to chear the broken 
heart, to wipe the tear from the pale cheek of 
poverty, and to bid the friendlefs widow and 
orphan look up and fmile ! Thefe are the a&ions 
that crown his days, and give to his temper that 
fweet ferenity which only goodnefs can beftow ! 
To thofe whofe hearts refemble Mr. Williams's, 
it would be unneceffary to fay, that if in his 
power, he would HterallyMulfil that divine pre- 
cept of the Gofpel, " Not. to let bis left band 
<c know what bis tight band did? but take what 
care he will to conceal them, his paths are traced, 
for his footfteps are known, (as by an irrefiftible 
impulfe), to be drawn towards the abode of af- 
fliction. The facred deeds of his charity, which 
have come within the ken of my knowledge, 
are numberlefs. Mr. Samuel Williams is one 
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of the Council of State, and one of the Judges 
of the Court of Common Pleas. Mr. Ofgood is 
a Civil Magiftrate, and Clerk of the Court of 
Common Pleas. 

On the Weft fide of the town, the farmers are 
better hufbandmen than thofe on the Eaft, and 
raife the bed wheat, butter, and cheefe ; great 
quantities of wheat they fend off to foreign mar- 
kets. In this place alfo is a handfome Meeting- 
houfe, of which the Rev. Mr. Haynes 9 an Afri- 
can, (from the State of Conne£Iicui)^ is the Mi- 
nifter. And here let me paufe to pay a tribute 
to Nature and Humanity. Violated, alas ! how 
cruelly, how often, in that unhappy race who are 
of this excellent Clergyman's colour, and who 
are fuppofed by fome (Grant, Oh Gracious' 
Heaven, that the number may daily decreafe !) 
fcarce to poffefs faculties above the " brutes that 
perifh." But let me afk, when at the Great Day, 
the fecrets of all hearts ftiall be laid open, whe- 
ther Mr, Haynes's colour will be obje&ed to by 
that Almighty Power, who took him from the 
dull of the earth and made him man f Who 
gave him the form^ the foid, the affettionS) the 
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J feeling* of a man ? Will his being a negro be 

i then objefted to him, when his life 'is found to 

have been conformable to his preaching? When 
he is known to have been the difinterefted friend 

I of mankind, to have been affiduoufly employed, 

like the good Samaritan, in pouring balm into 

. the wounds of the unhappy ?— -Oh ! Great God ! 

\ what will. then be Thy judgment, Thy fentence ? 

f Wilt Thou regard the Jbade of his complexion, 

(if indeed there be any difference in the fhades 
that diftinguifh the human race), or the beauty 

i of his mind ? Poor fufFering Sons of one com- 

^ mon Parent, may your talk-mafters regard ye as 

brothers -, may their kindnefs draw forth all 
yours, and may ye fo live, as hereafter, in com- 
mon with the worthy Pallor I have been de- 
ferring, to hear thofe blefled founds pro- 

[ nounced in your favour, " Well done^good and 

faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord." 

I have the Honour to be, <fec. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 




MY LORD 9 

CLARENDON, Walling ford, Harwich, and 
Dauby, lie on Otter Creek, yet have a great 
Ihare of high, hilly land. Clarendon joins Rut- 
land on the South, it is far the beft townlhip, 
and has the leaft wafte land of any place in 
/ the whole State. There : are ^ faonaS-Jadbo„cut 
\ from two hundred to five hundred jtqns of 
\bay in a feafon. Butter and cheefe. are made 
in great profufion. The^raiFe bul iiltle frhea t. 
In point of population they are fuperior to any 
in the County. Their religion is a medley of 
almoft every denomination under heaven. 
# Their complexion is more uniform, and re- 
fembles the people of Sbaftsbury. 
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Doftor Hodges^ Meffrs. Cooper and Parker are 
leading members of the Community, 

Of Doftor kodges 9 I beg leave to obferve 
that I have been in habits of intimacy with 
him for the laft eight years, and with him have 
trarifafted many matters of weight and import- 
ance: he poffefles one of the greateft eftates 
in the country. He has a moft excellent un- 
derftanding ; in every negociation he undertakes 
is fubtle and clever; yet he poffefles a tender 
heart, rendered ftill more fufceptible by cala- 
mity, for he is " a man of forrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief:"— to the poor and needy 
he is a fteady friend. — Here I fhall reft, and 
, (drawing a veil over fome unhappy iran/aSions 
in which I was but too much affeSledJ pafs 
oh to the defcription of a Cave in the Weft 
mountains, which I cannot better acquit my- 
felf of, than by adopting the words of my much 
refpefted friend, Doftor Williams. — 

* c The mouth of this, cave is not more than 
two feet and a half in diameter; in its defcent 
the paffage makes an angle with the horizon 
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of thirty-five or forty degrees; but continues of 
nearly the fame diameter through the whole 
length, which is thirty-one feet and a half: at 
that diftance from the mouth, it opens into a 
fpacious room, twenty feet long, twelve and a 
half wide, and eighteen or twenty high : every 
part of the floor, roof, and fides of this room, 
appear to be folid rock* but very rough, and 
irregular. Water is continually percolating 
through the top of this " fretted vault," and 
has formed ftolaftiles of various forms, many 
of which are conical, and fome have the appear- 
ance of maffive columns. At the North part 
of this room there is another aperture of about 
forty inches diameter, very rough and uneven : 
this aperture is the beginning of another paflage 
through the internal parts of the folid rock; the 
direftion of this paflage is oblique, and full of 
flops, or notches, and its length about twenty- 
four feet. Defcending through thi$ aperture, 
another fpacious room opens to view: the 
dimenfions of this apartment are twenty feet in 
width, thirty in length, and twenty in height. 
In the fpring of the year, the whole of this lower 
room is full of water, and at all other feafons 
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water is to be found in the lower parts of iu 
' No animal has been found to live in this 

\ cave, and it evidently appears to be the pro- 

I duftion of nature, untouched by the hand of 

if man/' 

•The above cave, from its retired fituation, 
being, as it were, " for whifpering lovers made," 
is almoft as famous as that wherein Dido and 
* ALneas met of old. 

Danby/xs next to Clarendon^ in population 
and riches — it is principally fettled with Friends^ 
J a feft commonly called ghtakers, and well in- 

deed do they merit the endearing appellation, by 
which they are in this place known, as they 
are a bright example to the neighbouring 
towns: and I doubt not, my Lord, you will 
f agree with me in this opinion, when I allure you, 

j^ they fcarce ever employ lawyers, flieriffsi 

conftables, nor, thofe abhorred pefts of fociety, 
Petty foggers. No! they mind their own bufi- 
nefs, without impertinently or officioufly, pry- 
ing into the affairs of others; they pay their 
own debts without the aid of court adjudica- 
tions; live together in harmony and peace, 
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I have the Honour to be* &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 
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tyhile cfeconomy and induftry have made them 
independent. 

Mr. Rogers is their political father, and Re- 
presentative to the General Affembly. 

Having been perfonally, and long acquaint- 
ed with great numbers of families of this fett 
of Friends, both in the cities of New-York, and 
Philadelphia, as well as with a majority of 
thofe in the five New-England States; in con- 
science, I feel it a duty incumbent on me to 
declare, there is not a fociety of people fo in- 
duftrious, quiet, peaceable, punctual, and ex- 
emplary in the whole /even States, as that of 
the Friends. 



Wallingford is noted for its iron founderies 
and forges. Their religion, as alfo that of Har~ i 

wich, is Puritanical. The number of inhabit ^ 

tarns is about three thoufand fix hundred. 
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MY LOAD, 

TINMOUTH, Pawlet, Wells, Middleton, 
Poultney, Ira? and Cq/lleton, are *11 well fettled, 
except Ira, which \s a mere mountain. Pawlet 
is the mod populpus and . flourifliipg. Each 
of thefe towns has a church: their religion is 
Presbytery and Epifcopacy. The lands in thefe 
towns are very produ&ive of all forts of grain 
for the food of wn> ^nd (he fod4er of cattle, 
although there is confiderable wafte land. Tin- 
mouth has two iron founderies, and a furnace, at 
which they cad all kinds of hollow ware. 

Caftleton, Wells, and finmoutb, have each a 
fmall lake of water, -that in Wells is much the 
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largeft. Thefe lakes prove very detrimental to 
the inhabitants, (notwithftanding they fupply 
them with great quantities of fifli) for they are, 
at different feafons of the year, feized, and often 
cut off, with the fever ague; and experience 
has proved that the primary caufe of this de- 
ftru&ive difeafe originates from the ftagnated 
waters of thefe lakes; for when that at Cajileton 
has been drained, (as has fometimes been the 
cafe,) they have never been fcourged with the 
peftilence; but as foon as they fliut up the out- 
let of the water, it direftly produces the fe- 
ver again. Lands in Tinmoutb, for the laft three 
years, have depreciated much in their value, in 
confequence of the raging of the fever, and until 
fome method fliall be found of effeftually drain- 
ing thefe ftagnant pools, the adjoining country 
muft feverely fuffer. 

» Meffrs. Porter and Clark, are chara&ers of 
great refpe&ability in this place; Mr. Porter 
was, for a confiderable time, one of the Coun- 
cil of State. 

Mr. Clark is Judge of Probate for the dif- 
trift of Rutland^ Auditor-General of Accounts 
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for the State; and is Aid-de-camp to his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief: he is the 
gentleman, the companion, and the friend. 

Poultney lies on a beautiful plain, and has 
many delightful fituations for building. Caftle- 
tori) likewife, in the main ftreet, is very hand- 
fome, and through it runs the main road from 
Rutland to Skeenesborougb. Here Mr, Arwin 
has large forges and iron founderies. Meflrs. 
Clark, Cogswell, Lee % and Moulten, are the prin- 
cipal leading chara&ers: the three former were 
officers in the American war, and each of them 
profefs to be great difciplinarians. 

Mr. Burnbam of Middleton, poffefles large 
iron founderies and forges. This gentleman was 
one of the firft praftifing lawyers in the State ; but 
of late years he has wholly declined the pro- 
feflion : he is a man of real abilities, and great 
fcientific knowledge. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Grahah, 
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HY LORD, 

FAIR HAVEN joins on Skeenefborough, and is 
the mod flourifhing manufacturing town in the 
, State ; it owes its confequence to its founder, 
.Colonel Lyon, whofe enterprife'and perfeverance 
in promoting and carrying on manufactories 
ftas .been of infinite .utility Jo the Public, to the 
jgratitude of which .he has tlje ftrongeft claims. 
He hps erefted a furnace for calling all kinds 
of hollow iron ware, and two forges; a flitting 
mill for the making of nail rods, a paper-mill, 
a printing prefs, and corn and faw-mills. It 
is a curious faft, that Colonel Lyon has executed 
a good deal of printing at- his Office, on paper 
manufaaured by himfelf of the bark of the 
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bafs^wood tree, and which is found to artfwer 
every purpofe for common printing. He has 
held fome of the firft offices of the State, and 
no man in it can be more qualified to do fo, 
as his knowledge of the finances and fi mat ion of 
the country is fcarcely to be equalled ; nor does 
his integrity ever fuffer him to lofe fight of the 
real good of the people. His friendfhip and 
generofity are as great as his ambition. His 
paffions and all his purfuits flow from the nobleft 
feelings of the heart ; they are all exerted for the 
benefit of mankind, and not only endear him to 
my efteem, but fecure to him the refpeft and 
affe&ion of all who are happy in his acquaint- 
ance, or who have a knowledge of his charac- 
ter. 

Meffrs. Smith and Safford are alfo leading peo* 
pie in Fairbaven. 

The land, when cultivated, produces excef- 
five crops of grain, hay, &c. It is in general 
well timbered, principally with pine, hemlock, 
and maple. Some of the pines are of the enor- 
mous dimenfions of fix feet in diameter. 
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Ben/on and Orwell adjoin on Lake Champlain, 
and have fome very good land, although it i* 
in general too full of clay. Orwell is near 7Y- 
conderoga. In this town is the well-known place 
called Mount Independence* 

Mr. Clark has a fait fpring here, the waters of 
which make Epjom falts of a very fuperior qua- 
lity. Eight quarts of this water when boiled 
down, produce one pound of falts. 

Thefe towns on the Lake abound with iron 
ore, and they have a number of iron founderies 
and forges amongft them. The great road 
from Fairhaven to the Northern part of the 
State, and to Canada, leads through the above 
places ; and in winter, the travelling in fledges, 
drawn by horfes, is both convenient and ex- 
peditious. 

Hobarton lies North of Caftleton and Eaft of 
Ben/on, and has a large pond or lake of water, 
which difcharges itfelf into Caftleton, and which, 
mod unfortunately for the inhabitants, has the 
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fame pernicious cffeft with the other ftagnant 
pools already defcribed, and too frequently pro- 
duces the fever-ague. 

Here was fought a very bloody battle during 
the war, in which the Americans were defeated, 
with almoft the entire lofs of the regiment com- 
manded by the brave Colonel Warner % owing, 
as it is faid, to the condufl of General St. Clair % 
who is fo well known for his innumerable re* 
treats, and for being always defeated, 

Hobarton is good for railing grain, and for 
fifhing and fowling. 

Sudbury^ Brandon^ and Pitsford) lie on Otter 
Creek, and are fkuated in a molt excellent 
foil, though I think Pitjford has the prefer- 
ence. Brandon has fron-founderies and forges, 
at which they make good bar iron. Thd reli- 
gion of thefe towns is Pnjbyteriamfm. Pitsford 
(which is a flourifhing place) has a good Church* 
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The value of land is from fix {hillings to forty 
pounds per acre. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham* 
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MY LORD, 

SHREWSBURY, Mount Holly, Killtngtm, 
Midway, Chittenden, Philadelphia, and Pitsfield, 
are mountain towns, and are the Eaft bounds 
of Rutland County. In the quality of thefe 
lands there is but little difference, except Kil- 
lington^ which is principally mountain, and de- 
figned by nature more for the habitation of 
beafts of prey, than for the abode of man. Kit- 
lington Peak is faid to be the higheft land of any 
in the Green Mountain \ the top refembles a 
fugar loaf, and altogether it has an appearance 
of elegance and grandeur, beyond any powers 
I am matter of, to defcribe ; nor do I conceive 
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it poffible for any defcription to convey an 
adequate idea of its beauty, grandeur, and 
magnificence. 

. The great road from Rutland to Wind/or^ 
and to Bofton, is through Sbrrivjbury, and there 
is no other road over the Green Mountain, that 
equals it in goodnefs, 

Chittenden abounds with whole rtiountains of 
iron ore, Mr. Keith, (late of Eqfion,} has 
erefted a large furnace for calling all kinds of 
hollow iron ware. This gentleman informed 
me, in the yeaT 1795, that from the fecond blaft 
of this furnace, his net proceeds was ten thoufand 
dollars. Mr. Keith was bred to the law; he is a 
man of real fcientific knowledge, and a moft 
elegant Poet, though his extreme modefty has 
not yet fuffered him to publifh any of his pro- 
duftions. On one of the mcft important Court 
Martials during the American war, Mr. Keith 
was appointed Judge Advocate, which duty 
he difcharged with univerfal applaufe and ho- 
nour, He was likewifc late Adjutant- General 
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of the State of Maffacbufetts. In his manners 
Mr. Keith is no ways inferior to the polite Eu- 
ropean gentleman. Of his much longer resi- 
dence ^at Chittenden^ I have my doubts, and 
am of opinion that he will return and fpend his 
days in the polifhed Society of Bojlon ; nor is 
it much to be wondered at, that a man formed 
to difFufe chearfulnefe and pleafure wherever 
he appears, fhould prefer, to his prefent fitua- 
tion, a town fo juftly celebrated for its elegance, 
and the attractions it holds out to foreigners, 
and every rank and defcription of people. 

The number of inhabitants in the towns, men- 
tioned in the begin ing of this letter, are about 
five thoufand fix hundred. 

The Moofe, Bear, Fox, and Porcupine, 
are, more or lefs, found by the hunters in thefe 
diftrifts. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD) 

BEFORE I proceed further, I cannot pre- 
vail on myfelf to refrain from mentioning that 
extraordinary creature the Beaver^ which is ftill 
to be found in the neighbourhood of many of 
the towns I have fpoken of; where they have 
formed their ponds and dams, built their cities, 
and, with wifdom, almoft human, fixed their 
aftonifliing republics; but in defcribing this 
wonderful animal, I fhall again have recourfe to 
the learned Doftor Williams^ confcious of my 
own inability to give the hiftory of it, in a more 
concife, or ftriking manner, than his language 
conveys; 
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i The Beaver is between three and four feet 
f in length, weighs from forty to fixty pounds. 
' His head is like that of a rat, inclined to the 

* earth; his back rifes in an arch between his 

* head and tail. His teeth are long, broad, 
f ftrong, and fliarp : four of thefe, two in the 

* upper, and two in the under jaw, are called 

* incifors. Thefe teeth projeft one or two inches 

* beyond the jaw, and are fliarp, and curved like 

* a carpenter's gouge. In his fore feet the toes 

* are feparate, as if defigned to anfwer the pur- 
. c pofes of fingers and hands: his hind feet are 

c accommodated with webs, fuited to the pur- 

* pofe of fwimming. His tail is a foot long, an 
4 inch thick, and five or fix inches broad: it is 

* covered with fcales, and with a {kin fimilar to 

* that of a fifti, 

4 In no animal does the foetal inftinft and habit 

* appear more ftrong or univerfal, than in the 

* Beaver. Wherefoever a number of thefe ani- 

* mals are found, they immediately aflbciate, and 

* combine in fociety, to purfue their common 

* bufinefs, and welfare. Every thing is done by 
< the united, councils, and labours of the whole 
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' community. Their focieties are generally col- 

* levied together in the months of June and July; 

* and their numbers, when thus collected, fire* 
4 quently amount to two or three hundred; all of 
4 which immediately engage, in a joint effort, to 
4 promote the common buiinefs and fafety of 
4 the whole fociety, apparently a&ing under a 
4 common inclination and dire&ion. When the 
4 Beaver is found in a folitary (late, he appears 
4 to be a timid, ina&ive, and ftupid animal. In- 
4 (lead of attempting any important enterprize, he 
4 contents hirafelf with digging a hole in the 
4 earth for fofety and concealment. His genius 
4 feems to be deprefied, his fpirits broken, and 
c every thing enterprizing is loft in an attention to 
( perfonal fafety; but he never lofes his na- 
4 tural inftinQ. to find or form a pond*. When 
4 combined in fociety, his difpofnion and powers 
4 aflame their natural dire&ion, and are exerted 
4 to the higheft advantage : every thing is then 
4 undertaken which the Beaver is capable of pec- 

# A young Beaver was tamed in the Southern part of this 
State. He became quiet, inoffenfive, and without any dif- 
pofition to depart. But was moft of all pleafed, when he 
was at work, forming a dam, in a (mall dream near the houfe. 
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1 forming. The focieties of Beavers feem to be 

* regulated and governed altogether by natural 
f difpofitions and laws. Their fociety, in all its 

* purfuits and operations, appears to fee a fociety 

< of peace aad mutual affeStion ; guided by one 
1 principle, and under the fame s direction. Nd 

* contention, difagreement, contrary interefts, or 
4 purfuits, are ever, feen among -them; but per- 

* fe£l harmony and agreement prevails through 
4 their whole dominions, The principle of this 

* union and regulation, is not' the fuperior 

* ftrength, art, or a&ivity of any individual: no- 
4 thing has the appearance among them of the 

< authority, or influence of a -chief* or leader, 

4 Their aflbciation and management ha* the af- V 
<-pe£t of a pure and perfeft .democracy: founded 
4 on the principle of perfcft eq.ua.lity, and the 

* ftrongeft mutual attachment. This principle 

* feems to be fufficient to preferve the moft 

* perfeft harmony, and to jegulate all tbe prav 
4 ceedings of their largeft Societies. When thefo 

* animals are collected together, their firft atteiu, 

* tion is to the public bufinefs and affairs of the 

* fociety do which they belong. 
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4 The Beavers are amphibious animals, and 
1 mud fpend one part of their time in the water, 
4 and the other upon land. In conformity to 

* this law of their natures, their firft employ - 
4 ment is to find a fituation, convenient for thefe 

* purpofes, 

* With this view, a lake, a pond, or a running 
4 dream of water, is chofen for the fcene of 
4 their habitation, and future operations: If it 
4 be a lake or a pond that is fele&ed, the wa- 
c ter is always of fuch depth, that the Beavers 
4 may have fufficient room to fwim under the 
c ice; and one, of which they can have an entire, 

* and undifturbed poffeflion. If a ftream of 
4 water is chofen, it is always fuch a ftream as 
4 will form a pond, that (hall be every way con- 
4 venient for their purpofe ; and fuch is their 
4 forefight and comprehenfion of thefe circum- 

* ftances, that they never form an erroneous 
4 judgment, "or fix upon a fituation that will not 
4 anfwer their defighs and convenience. 

4 Their next bufinefs is to conftruft a dam. 
4 This is always chofen in the mod convenient 
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c part of the ftream, and the form of it is either 
^ * direft, circular, or with angles, as the fituation 

* and circumftances of the water and land re* 
c quire ; and fo well chofen is both the place, 
' and the form of thefe dams, that no engineer 
' could give them a better fituation and form, 
f either for convenience, ftrength, of duration. 
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c The materials of which the dams are con- 

* ftru&ed, are wood and earth. If there be a 

* tree on the fide of the river, which would na- 

* turally fall acrofs the dream, feveral of the 
c Beavers fet themfelves with great diligence, 

* to cut it down with their teeth. Trees to 

* the bignefs of twenty inches diameter, are 

* thus thrown acrofs a ftream. They next 
€ gnaw off the branches from the trunk, that 
4 the tree may affume a level pofition. Others, 
' at the fame time, are cutting down fmaller 
' trees, and faplings ; from one to ten inches 

* diameter. Thefe are cut into equal and con- 

* venient lengths. Some of the Beavers drag 
c thefe pieces of wood to the fide of the river, 
4 and others fwim with them to the place, 
' where the dam is to t>e built. As many as 
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I can find room, are engaged in finking one end 
4 of thefe ftakes ; and as many more in raffing, 
♦fixing, and fecuring the other end. White 
* many of the Beavers are thus labouring upon 
1 the wood, others are equally engaged m car- 
4 rying on the earthen part of the work. The 
4 earth is brought in their mouths, formed into 
4 a kind of mortar with their feet and tails, and 
4 fpread over the vacancies between the ftakes : 
4 faplings, and the fmall branches of trees, are 
4 twilled and worked up with the mud and 
4 (lime; until all the vacancies are filled up; and 
4 no crevice is left in any part of the work, fof 
4 the water to find a paflage through. The 
4 magnitude and extent of the dams, which the 
4 Beavers thus conftruft, is much larger than we 
4 fhould imagine was poflible to be effe&ed, by 
4 fuch labourers, or inftruments. At the bot- 
4 torn, the dam is from fix to twelve feet thick ; 
4 at the top, it is generally two or three feet in 
4 width. In that part of the dam, which is op. 
' pofed to the current, the (lakes arc placed ob- 
4 liquely, but on that fide where the water is to 
4 fall, the ftakes are placed in a particular di- 
> re&ion ; and the dam aflumes the fame form 
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4 and pofition, as the (take*. The extent of 
4 thefe works, is from fifty to an hundred feet 
* in length ; and always of fuch an height, as to 
4 effeft the purpofes they have in view. The 
4 pon^s which are formed by thefe dams, are of 
4 all dimenfions j from four or fiVe, to five or 
4 fix hundred acres. They are generally fpread 
4 over lands abounding with trees, and bufhes, 
4 of the fofteft wood : Maple, birch, alder, 
4 poplar, willow, &c. — The better to pteferve 
4 their dams, the Beavers always leave fluices, 
4 or paffages near the middle, for the redundant 
4 waters to pafs off; Thefe fluices are generally 
4 about eighteen inches in width, and depth ; 
4 and as many in number, as the waters of the 
4 ftream generally require. 



4 When the public works are Compleated, 
4 their domejiic concerns and affairs next engage 
4 their attention. The dam is no fooner com- 
4 pleated, than the Beavers feparate into fmall 
4 bodies, to build cabins, or houfes for them- 
4 felves. Thefe houfes are built upon piles, 
1 along the borders of the pond. They are of 
4 an oval form, refembling the conftruttion of 
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* an haycock ; and they vary in their dimert- 
4 lions from four to ten feet in diameter, ao 
4 cording to the number of families they are 
4 defigned to accommodate. They are generally 

* two ftories in height, and fometimes they 
4 contain four. Their walls are from two to 
4 three feet in thicknefs, at the bottom ; and 
4 are formed of the fame materials as their 
4 dams. They rife perpendicularly a few feet, 
4 then aflume a curved form, and terminate in 
4 a dome or vault, .which anfwers the purpofe 
4 of a roof. Thefe edifices are built with 
4 much folidity, and neatnefs : On the inward 
4 fide tbey are fmooth, but rough on the out- 
4 fide \ always impenetrable to the rain, and 
4 of fufficient ftrength to refift the mod impetu- 
4 ous winds. The lower ftory is about two 
4 feet high : the fecond ftory has a floor of 
4 flicks, covered with mud : the third ftory is 
4 divided from the fecond, in the fame man* 
4 ner, and terminated by the roof raifed in the 
4 form of an arch. Through each floor there 
4 is a communication ; and the lower floor is 
4 always above the level of the water, when it 
c is raifed to its greateft height. Each of thefe 
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* huts have two doors ; one* on the land fide, 

* to enable them to go out apd procure pro- 
*vifions by land; another under the water, 

* and below where it freezes, to preferve their 
6 communication with the pond. If this, at 
f any time, begins to be covered with ice, the 
4 ice is immediately broken, that the commu- 

* nication may not be cut off with the air. 

* In thefe huts the families of the Begvershave 
' their refidence. The fmalleft of their cabins 
4 contain one family, confiding generally of five 
4 or fix Beavers ; and the largeft of the build- 

* ings will contain from twenty, to thirty. No 
« fociety of animals can ever appear better regu- 
4 lated, or more happy, than the family of 

* Beaverj. The male and the female always 

* pair. Their fele&ion is not a matter of chance, 

* or accident; but appears to be derived from 
4 tafte, and mutual affeftion. In September, the 
4 happy couple lay up their ftore of provifions 

* for winter. This confifts of bark, the tender 
4 twigs of trees, and various kittds of foft wood. 
4 When their provifions are prepared, the feafon 

Q 
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4 of love and repofe commences: and during the 
4 winter they remain in their cabips, enjpying djo 
4 fruits of their labours, and partakjng in th* 

* fweets of doipeftic happinefc. Toward* the 

* end of winter, the females bring forth their 

* young, to the number of three or fouj\ Soon 
4 after, the male retires to gather fifli and vegp- 
4 tables, as the fpring opens ; but thp mother 
4 remains at home, to nurfe and fear up the 
4 offspring, until they ?rc able to follow tfjeir 
4 dams. The male occafionally returns, but nof 
4 to tarry, until the fall of the year. But if any 
4 injury is done to their public works, the whole 
4 fociety are foon colle&ed, and join all their 
4 forces to repair the injury, which affe&s their 
4 common-wealth. 

« 
4 Nothing can exceed the peace and regularity 

4 which prevails in the families, and through thp 

4 whole common-wealth of thefe animals. Np 

4 difcord or contention ever appears in any qf 

4 their families. Every Beaver knows his own 

4 apartment and ftqre-houfe ; and there is no 

4 pilfering or robbing from one another. The 

4 male and the female aye mutually attached to, 
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* never prove unfriendly, or defert one another. 

* Their provifions are colle&ed and expended, 

* without any diflention. Each knows its own 

* family, bufinefs, and property ; and they are 

* never feen to injure, oppofe, or interfere with 
4 one another* The fame order and tranquility 
' prevail through the common-wealth. Differ. 

* ent focieties of Beavers never make war upon 
4 one another, or upon another animal's. Wheft 
4 they are attacked by their enemies, they in- 
4 ftantly plunge into the Water, to efcape their 
4 purfuit : and when they cannot, they fall an 
4 eafy facrifice, 

f In the arts neceffary for their fafety, the 
4 Beavers rife to great eminence: The fituation, 
4 direction, form, folidity, beauty, and durability 
4 of their dams, are equal to any thing of the 
4 kind which has ever been performed by man. 
4 They always form a right judgment which way 
4 the tree will fell, and when it is nearly cut 
4 down they appoint one of their number to give 
4 notice by a ftroke of his tail when it begins to 
f fall. With their tails they meafure the lengths 
4 of their dams, of the (takes they ate to ufe, of 
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4 a breach that is made in their works, and of 

* the length of the timber that is neceffary to re- 
4 pair it. When an enemy approaches their 

* dominions, the Beaver which makes the dit 
4 covery by ftriking on the water with his tail, 

* gives notice to the whole village of the ap- 

* proaching danger ; and all of them inftantly 
4 plunge into the water. And when the hunters 
4 are paffing through their country, fome of their 

* number appear to be cenunels, to give notice 
4 of their approach. 

* The colour of the Beaver is different, ac- 
4 cording to the different climates which they 

* inhabit. In the raoft Northern parts, they are 

* generally black ; in Vermont they are brown; 
# * and their colour becomes lighter as we ap- 

4 proach towards the §pyith. Their fur is of 
4 two forts all over their bodies. That which is 
4 longed, is generally about an inch long, but on 
4 the back, it fometimes extends to two inches, 
4 gradually fhortening towards the head and tail. 

* This part is coarfe, and of little ufe. The 
4 other part of the fur confifts of a veiy fine and 
4 thick down, of about three quarters of an inch 
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* long, fo foft that it feels like filk, and is that 

* which is ufed in manufactories. Caftor, of fo 

* much ufe in medicine, is produced from the 

* body of the Beaver. It is contained in four 

* bags, in the lower belly. 

4 The largeft of thefe animals, of which I have 
c any certain information, weighed fixty three 
4 pounds and an half: but it is only in a fitua- 

* tion remote from, and undifturbed by the fre- 

* quent appearances of men, that they attain their 

* greateft magnitude or their higheft perfe&ion 
4 of fociety. The Beaver has deferted all the 
c Southern parts of Vermont^ and is now to be 

* found only in the moft Northern, and uncul- 
c ttvated parts of the State/ 

I have the Honour to be, &c, &c. 

J. A. Graham, 
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MY LORD, 

NEWFANE, is the County Town in the 
County of Win&ham* it lies on exceedingly 
high ground ; and being a central place, the 
General Affembly removed to it the public 
bufinefs of the County from Weftminfier. They 
have a good Court- Houfe, and Goal. 
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* This Town owes its con fe que nee in a great 
meafure to Mr. Luke Knoulton, a leading cha- 
racter, and a man of great ambition and enter- 
prize, of few Words* But poffeffed of the keeneft: 
perception, and ah alttioff intuitive knowledge 
of human nature* of which he is aperfeft judge* 
This gentleman, owing to the particular method^ 
ia which he has tranlafted bulinefs, has obtained 
the appellation of Saint Luke. Young Mr* 
Knoulton, is a practitioner at the bar: he is 
modeft, ingenuous, and matter of abilities that 
give a fair promife of his becoming a mod valu- 
able citizen. Saint Luke is the owner of much 
the beft and moil elegant buildings in the place. 
Mr. Whitney is~a m*n of erudition and fcience, 
he was educated at the Univerfity of Cambridge^ 
and is Clerk to the General Affembly, which 
office he fills with credit to himfelf arid juftice to 
the public* 

This place is extremely cold and blqak in 
Winter, and not very hot in Summer, The va- 
lue of land is from fix (hillings to eight pounds 
per acre. The number of fouls is about eight 
hundred. 
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MaUborougb* Wilmington* Halifax* Whittlng* 
bam* Wardsborougb* Jamaica* Waltbam* Grafton* 
and Londonderry* are on the range of Mountains 
with Newfane* they are moft romantically diver- 
fified with hill and dale, and have fome excellent 
land which produces abundant crops of all kinds , 
of grain, and great quantities of hay. The in- 
habitants amount to* above five thoufand, and 
from their honeft fimplicity of manners, exem- 
plary conduft, and ftrift attention to agriculture, 
they may well be ftyled the fons and daughters 
of Cincinnatus. Happy, happy people! in 
peace and innocence, long, very long may you 
fee your Country improve beneath the culture 
of your hands, and unmolefted enjoy the fruits 
of your induftry. 

Hallifax is the tnoft populous of thefe Towns, 
and has upon the whole, I think, the beft land. 
They have feveral Mines and Minerals* but they 
have not yet begun to work any of them. As the 
Country increafes in population, they will be- 
come inexhauftible fources of wealth. Timber, 
and the value of land differ not materially from 
Newfane* Their religion is Epifcopacy* and 
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Presbyteriariifin, but they are all Cbrijiians and 
Brother}. 



I have the honour to be, &c, &c. 



T. A. Graham. 







LETTER 
XVII. 



MY LORD) 

HINDSDALE is the South Eafterly comcf 
Town of the State of Vermont ; it lies on Con- 
necticut River, and is bounded, South, by Maf- 
facbufetts. There is a ferry eftabliflied here, to 
pafs and repafs this noble dream; and from this 
Town you proceed up the River through Guild- 
fordy Brattleborougby Fulbam, Putney^ Town/bend, 
Weftminftcr % and Rockingham.— Athens lies North 
Weft of Wvjlminfter. In the lands in thefe 
Towns, there is little or no difference, but if any, 
Brattleborough and Weftminfter have a preference. 
The roads through the above places are excel- 
lent ; the foil is, generally fpeaking, fandy, but 
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produces immenfe crops of all kinds of grain, 
hay, and the fincft fruit; in a word, it is of a 
value almoft ineftii^able. 

In each of thefe places there is a Church, and 
Schools for the inftrudion of Youth. Their re- 
ligion is Presbytery, Epifcopacy % and Deifm, and I 
know, not which of thefe fe&aries are iaoft nu- 
merous. Guildford has the greateft number of 
inhabitants. Brattleborough is next in point of 
population ; the whole number of fouls in thefe 
diftrids amount to about twelve thoufand. >• 

Weftminfter is a delightful place, and contains* 
feveral fuperb houfes. • Here were formerly 
held the Courts of Judicature, under the State of 
Nnv-Tork, but the fettlers, in March 1775, were- 
fo highly exafpe rated at the oppreflive conduct, 
and infolence of the Governor of that State, and 
his junto of land-jobbers, that they affembled in 
arms, (topped the Court from fitting, drove them 
from their territory, and would never after fufFer 
the Government of New-Fork to have the flight- 
eft jurifdi&ion over them. 
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x And here let me obferve, that the war between 

! ! I England and America^ did not originate, in con- 

• . fequence of the deftru&ion of* the tea at Bo/Ion, 

, 1 > as has been erroneoufly fuppofed : far from it ; 

\^ * the deftru&ion of the tea was only a fecondary 
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matter-Hthe diffatisfa&ion commenced in 1764^ 
in confequence of the arbitrary infolence of the 
Governor and Council of New-Tork 9 towards the 
Settlers Weft of Connetticut River^ under the 
New-Hampjhire Grants. In faft, had the Go- 
vernor of New-Tork obeyed His Majefty's Royal 
Order,* made in July 1767, in confequence of 
the application of Meffrs. Robin/on^ Brackenridge, 
and Hazvley, Agents for the Settlers at the Court 
of London^ inftead of feeking his own private 
intereft and emolument, the people of New- 
England (who were as deeply interefted in the 

# His Majefty doth hereby ftrictly charge, require, and 
command that the Governor, or Commander in Chief of 
His Majefty's Province of New- York, for the time being, 
do not, upon pain of His Majefty's higheft difpleafure, pre- 
fume to make any Grant whatfoever, of any part of the 
Lands defcribed in the Report from the Lords of the Trade 
and Plantation Affairs, until His Majefty '6 further pleafuxe 
(hall be known concerning the fame, &c. &c. 
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New Hampjhire Grants, as the aftuai Settlers) 
would have remained quiet and contented. 
But the improvidence of the Governor and 
Council, in making Grants of the lands, and har- 
raffing the Settlers even to hoftilities, in open 
violation of His Majefty's Royal Orders, in- 
cenfed the people of New- England, and indliced 
them (with a great appearance of juftice on theitf 
•part) to become jealous of the Government of 
Great Britain, which they had too much reafon 
to believe trifled with their grievances, and they 
from that moment declarecj they would not be 
ruled by a King, whofe edifts were fo fcanda- 
loufly and infamoufly contradifted by thofe to 
whom he entrufted the execution of them. 
H^nce^ arofe the firft caufe of oppofition in 
America againft the Parent ^Country. 

In Hinfdale lives the Hon. Mr. Hunt, late 
Lieutenant Governor of the State, a worthy 
Gentleman, and whofe chara&er is unexception- 
able. 

Mr. Knights, of Guildford, late Chief Judge of 
the Supreme £ourt of the State, was bred to the 
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JLaw, and is a Gentleman of great abilities, and 
who has rendered many eflential fervice* to his 
fellow Citizens, but I am forry to add they have 
by no means been re com pen fed as they ought. 
To Mr. Knights that celebrated line of Pope may 
truly be applied, 

" An honcft Man's the nobleft work of God." 

Mr. Blake, of Brattleborougb, is a praftitioner 
at the Bar: His manners are eafy and agreeable, 
and he is mafter <3f every qualification to 
pleafe. 

Of Putney, Mr. Chandler and Mr. Griffin are 
the leading members. - v 

Meffrs. Bradley and Hall are amongft the moft 
cdnfiderable people in Weftminfterx both were 
bred to the Law, and Mr. Hall is one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court, which office he 
fills in fuch a manner as to yefleS honour, even 
on fo important a ftation. His memory is fo 
wonderfully tenacious, as to make him mafter of 
every fubjefci he reads, or hears, and to enable 
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him to recapitulate them without the flighteft 
hefitation, or previous ftudy. 

Mr. Bradley is alfo a Lawyer of diftinguifhed 
abilities, and a good orator : he has held fome 
of the mod important offices of the State, and was 
late a Senator in Congrefs ; few men have morp 
companionable talents, a greater fhare of focial 
chearfulnefs, a more inexhauftible (low of wit) 
or a larger portion of unaffe&ed urbanity. 

Before we take leave of Wefiminfler^ it may not 
be unworthy of remark, that the fecond Pro- 
teftant Church in the State was built at this place, 
I (hall alfo add an anecdote of an honed Farmer 
(one of the original Settlers) which happened at 
Wefiminfier^ and which will ferve to fliew the 
fanatical fpirit which then prevailed — fo con- 
trary to that liberal toleration, now prevalent 
over America^ and which fo happily unites every 
denomination of Chriftians, in the bonds of 
Charity and Love — but to my ftory. — 

The Farmer in queAion, was a plain pious 
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man, regular in the difcharge of his duty both 
to his God and his neighbour ; but unluckily he 
happened to live near one with whom he was not 
inclined to cultivate either civil or friendly terms : 
this troublefome perfonage was no other than a 
monftrous over-grown he-Bear, -that defcended 
from the mountains, trod down and deftroyed 
the corn fields, and carried off whatever he laid 
his paws upon. The plundered fufferer watched 
him in vain, the ferocious and cunning animal, 
ever finding methods to 'elude his utmoft vigi- 
lance ; and at laft it had learned its cue fo tho- 
roughly, as only to commit its depredations pn 
the LordVDay, when it knew, from experience, 
the coaft was clear ; wearied out with thefe oft 
repeated trefpaffes, the good man refolved on the 
next Sunday to ftay in his* fields, where with his 
gun, he concealed himfelf.— The bear came ac- 
cording to cuftom — he fired and {hot it dead. — 
The explofipn threw the whole congregation 
(for it was about the hour of people's affembling 
to worfhip) mto confternation. — The caufe was 
enquired into, and as foon as the Paftor, Deacon, 
and Elders became acquainted with it, they called 
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a fpecial meeting of the Church, and cited their 
offending brother before them, to (hew caufe, if 
any he had, why he ftiould not be excommuni- 
cated out of ChriiVs Church, for this daring and 
unexampled impiety. — In vain did he urge from 
the fcriptures themfelves that it was lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath Day ; he pleaded before 
judges determined to condemn him; and the 
righteous Parfon. Elders, and Church, una voce 
agreed to drive him out from amongft them, as 
polluted arid accurfed. Accordingly he was en- 
joined (as is cuftomary op fuch occafions) on 
the-next Sunday to attend his excommunication 
jn the Church. He did attend — but not entirely 
fatisfied with the juftice of the fentence, and too 
much of a foldier to be fcandalized in fo public 
a manner for an a&ion which he conceived to 
be his duty, he refdlved to have recourfe to 
ftratagem ; he therefore went to the appointment 
with his gun, loaded with a brace of balls, his 
fword and cartridge-box by his fide, and his 
knapfack on his back with fix days provifion.in 
it. — Service was about half over when he en- 
tered the fanftuary in this martial array : he 

H 
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marched leifurely into a corner, and took his 
pojition. As foon as the benedi£tion was end- 
ed, the holy Parfon began the excommunica- 
tion, but fcarcely had he pronounced the words 
." Offending Brother -," when the honeft old vete- 
ran cocked and levelled his weapon of deftru&ion, 
at the fame time crying out with a loud voice, 
V Proceed if you dare — proceed, and you are a 
\ € dead many — At this unexpected attack, the 
aftonifhed Clergyman ftirunk behind his defk, 
and his opponent with great deliberation reco- 
vered his arms ; fome moments elapfed before 
t,he Parfon had courage to peep from behind his 
tcclefiaftical baftery : when finding the old hero 
bad come to a reft, he tremblingly reached the 
prder to his elded Deacon, defiring him to read 
if. The Deacon, with ftammering accents, and 
eyes flaring wild affright, began as he was com- 
manded, but no fooner had he done fo, than the 
devoted viftim again levelled his piece, and more 
vehemently than before exclaimed, " Defift and 
<c march — / will not live with Jhame — defift and 
" march I fay, or you are all dead men." — Little 
need had he to repeat his threats, the man of 
God leaped from the delk, and cfcaped; the 
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Deacon, Elders, and Congregation, followed In 
equal trepidation ; the greateft confufion pre- 
vailed 3 the women with (hrieks and cries fought 
their homes, and the vi&or was left undifturbed 
mafter of the field, and of the Church too, the 
doors of which he calmly locked, put the keys 
> in his pocket, and fent them with his refpe&s to 
the Paftor. — He then marched home with all the 
honours of war, lived fourteen years afterwards, 
and died a brother in full communion, declaring 
to the laft (amqngft his intimates) that he never 
tided fo great a dainty before. 

At Rockingham there are curious and mod 
beautiful falls of water, called Bellows' s Falls , — 
it paffes over a bar of folid rock, about three 
hundred yards, in a zig-zag direftion, and with 
a mod aftonifhing velocity. — It is a real pheno- 
menon, and well worthy the attention of the 
traveller. Over this fall is a good wooden 
bridge, built by Colonel Hale-, the toll eftablifhed 
by law, is four-pence for a man and horfe. 
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Meffrs. Page and Morris fome time fince ob- 
tained an Aft of the General Affembly of Ver- 
mont, giving them the exclufive right of opening 
a Lock Navigation over thefe Falls, which they 
are now carrying into effeft. When completed, 
Connecticut River will be navigable for boats, 
nearly three hundred miles above Hartford-, and 
the inhabitants on the Eaft fide of it will be 
enabled to have for their exports and imports, a 
. water communication with the River Thames — a 
glorious prdfpeft for both Couptries, and a 
fource of commerce and wealth, to draw ftill 
clofer between them the ties of amity. 

Meffrs. Webb and Campbell are leading cha- 
racters in this place. 

The religion of the people is divided into 
Epifcopacy and Presbyterianifm. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham, 
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MY LORD, 

I HASTEN to give you a defcription of the 
County of JVindfor, which I fhall do in as 
brief a manner as poflible. 

When you leave the Falls of Rockingham, 
you proceed up the river to Spring fields JVea- 
tbersfield, Wind/or % Hartland, Hartford, and fo 
on to Norwich, which towns lie on Connecticut 
Riven In the quality of the lands, there is 
not any material difference, except Weathers- 
field, which, has a, great (hare of mountain 
attached to it, known by the name of AJfcut- 
ney. 
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Windfor is built immediately upon the bank 
of the river, and is the capital of the County 
to which it gives its name^although a half (hire 
with Wood/lock). The fcite rifes fufficiently to 
fecure the houfes from any apprehenfions of 
being inundated : and more pifrurefque, or more 
commodious filiations for building upon, can 
fcarcely be conceived, than thofe formed by 
the curvetures of the waters, along this delight- 
ful fhore. The houfes are of wood, fome of 
them erefted with great tafte and judgment. 
Meffrs. Greens, Jacob's , Leonard 'j, Conanfs, 
SpQoner'$ % Curtis 's 9 Leveret's, Paine 'j, and Jones s^ 
are among the mod elegant. Thefe Gentle- 
men are the principal people of the place. 

At Windfor there is a good Court Houfe, 
and Goal. In the former, the feffions of the 
General Affembly, the Federal Courts, and the 
Supreme and County Courts are held. 

Added to the beauty of its fituation, Nature 
has profufely bellowed vaft local advantages 
on this charming fpot. Lying on one of the 
firft rivers in the world, contiguous to, and 
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taaintainmg a conftant and unavoidable inter- 
courfe with New Hatnpjbire, and the immenfe 
Country to the North: thefe circumftances j 
the iirduftry and enterprifing fpirit of its inha- 
bitants ; the great probability of its iricrcafing 
population, from the acceflion of frefh num- 
bers drawn, thither from other countries, by 
the real and folid attra&ions it holds forth ; 
its rifing manufactures ; in ftiort, every thing 
unites to increafe its confcquence, and to render 
Wind/or^ fooner or later, a grand emporium 
of commerce and wealth. 

In the latft week of Oflober 1796, was com- 
pleted a bridge between Carnifh^ (New Hamp- 
Jbire), and this town, which is five hundred and 
twenty one feet, from one abutment to the 
other, and thirty four feet wide. With a fub- 
lime bold he fs its arms embrace the fubjugated. 
flood that rolls beneath ; there are two arches, 
each one hundred and thirty four feet and 
four inches in length, with a pier in the centre 
forty fix feet one way, by forty one. the other, 
with the addition of a heater, or triangular front,, 
extending up the river about fevcnty feet at the 
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bottom, and gradually diminifhing until it comes 
fiifficiently above high water mark, to break the 
force of the ice, and defend the ftru&ure from 
danger. This bridge is univerfally allowed to 
be the beft and mod perfeft in America ; and it 
is the firft of the kind thrown acrofs Connefticut 
River. I have mentioned the manufa&ories of 
this Town. As yet, it is true, they are in their 
infancy* but they are hourly expanding into 
ftrength, and like the human body, they acquire 
force from every new exertion. Their youth, 
their manhood, their perfeftion are to come. 
Through what periods of Time are thefe to i;un ? 
— Over what a portion of the globe to extend? 
On how many regions (yet unexplored, now the 
habitation of favage beads, and of man, in his 
almoft favage ftate) to pour forth their chearing 
influence, and to diffufe comfort and plenty, 
with all the endearing train of focial duties? 
How is the mind elevated and enlarged by fuch 
glorious profpetls ? But to Omnipotence alone 
(of whofe awful defigns, we are but the weak 
instruments) does it belong to forefee and to dif- 
fo/e. 
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There is an excellent Printing-Office, and 
many large works and furnaces, for the making 
of pot and pearl allies at Windjbr^ both in the 
old method, and that pointed out by Mr. Samuel 
Hopkins^ of Philadelphia. There is alfo a corn- 
mill here, the property of Mr. Curtis^ faid to be 
one of the beft in the New-England States, and 
capable of producing as great a quantity of 
flour. 

Meffrs. Jacob and Paine^ were both bred to the 
Law, and are eminent in their profeffion. Mr. 
Sbuttlewortb is the Minifter of the place, and is 
mod defervedly venerated for his liberality, and 
exemplary deeds. The Church is a mean build- 
ing, and a dif grace to Wind/or. 

In Springfield lives Mr. Morris^ who is de- 
fended from one of the molt refpe&able fami- 
lies in the City of New-Tork. This Gentleman 
i$ Speaker of the Houfe of the General Affembly, 
and a Major-General of the Militia of the 
State. 

Meffrs* Enos and Gallop, are the leading cha- 
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rafters of Hartland. la Hartford lives Mr. 
Majh, formerly a Lieutenant*Governor of the 
State. 

Norwich lies oppofitfc to Dartmouth College, 
and is next to Wind/or, the moft populous place 
in this County. The families of Olcott, Mur- 
doch* Brigham, Buck, Burton, and Hatch, take the 
lead. Mr. Olcot was late Lieutenant-Governor. 
Mr. Brigham is one of the prefent Council, and 
a General in the Militia. The elder Mr. Mur- 
dock, on the formation of the State, was for fome 
time one of the Council, but being tired with 
the noife and buftle of public affairs, retired to s 
domeftic enjoyments, and the calmer pleafures 
of private life. Mr. Jafper Murdoch, -to the 
advantages of an excellent education, unites the 
moft accomplished manners: he is Aid de- 
Camp to the Commander in Chief. Mr. Buck 
was bred to the Law, he poffefles great abilities, . 
is a good fpeaker, and a Reprefentative in Con- 
grefs from the Eaft Diftrift of Vermont. The 
roads through thefe Towns are very fi«e r and 
the travelling prefents a continual fucceffion of 
agreeable obje&s. The inhabitants amount ,to 
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about eight thoufand. Their religion is Presby- 
terianifm, Epifcopacy, and Unitarianifm. The 
value of land is from one pound to fixtv pounds 
per acre. 

Cbejter and Jndover lie on Williams' % River. 
Cbefter is a traft of good land. 

Cavendifh, Ludlow, and Saltafh % lie on Black 
River, thefe and Reading, are Mountain Towns. 
Cavendijb and Ludlow have good land. Saltajh 
feems more hardly dealt with, being in its ap- 
pearance rocky, ragged, and miferable in the 
extreme, but Providence ever benificent, and ever 
wife, has, under this wretched afpeft, ftored up 
fources of wealth, to the poffeflbrs of the place, 
and put it largely in their power to difpenfe 
bleflings and fertility to the furrounding lands, 
which are fupplied with lime (fo neceffary in 
their cultivation) from the kilns of Saltajh. Let 
not therefore the impious mind dare for a mo- 
ment to triumph, or fuppofe that any of God's 
works were created in vain. 
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Meffrs. Dutton and Fletcher, oiCavendi/b, are 
the leading people. 

Woodftock and Bridgewater lie on JVaferqueechy 
River. JFoodJtock is finely fituated and well 
fettled, and is a half fhire with Wind/or. Their 
public buildings are good, and they have a hand- 
fome Bridge over the River in the middle of the 
Town., Meflrs, Emmons, Mq/b, Richard/on, and 
Williams are the political fathers. The Rev. 
Mr. Damon is their Minifter. Mr. Mq/b was 
bred to the Law, and is fon to Governor Majb. 

Pom/ret, Barnard, and Stockbridge lie on the 
South fide of White River. And Sharon, Royal- 
ton, Bethel, and Rochejler, on the North fide of it. 
This River empties itfelf into Conneilicut River 
at Hartford. 

Mr. J. Smith, of Royalton, was bred to the 
Law, and for a young Gentleman, Mr. Smith pof- 
feffes great abilities, and is an excellent orator. 

The difference of lands in thefe Towns is fo 
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immaterial, that I fhall not attempt to particu- 
larize them. The price is from fix fhillings to 
thirty pounds per acre. The number of fouls is 
about four thoufand two hundred. The relu 
gion is in unifon with Windfor. 

\ This County in general is well fupplied with 
mills, ofalmoft every defcription. I Each of the 
aforefaid twenty-one Towns, or, as the term will 
be better underftood in England^ Town/hips^ is 
fix miles fquare, the general fpace allotted to 
every Town throughout the State of Vermont. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. Sec. 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD, . j 

] 

FROM Mount Independence^ you proceed to 4 

Sborebani) Bridport^ Addifon^ Panton^ Vergennes, \ 

Ferrijburgh) and Monkton^ all of which are in the 
County of Addifon, and lie on Lake Champlain. 
This Lake is navigable from Skeenesborough to i 

Fort Saint Jobn y a diftance of nearly two hun-_ < 

dred miles. Its width is from one to fixteeir 
miles, and is the largeft Lake in New England-, \ 

and the depth of the water is fufficient for the i 
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Jargeft fhips to fail in. Near the fhores it is 
W rocky and dangerous. In this Lake are a num- 

W ber of I (lands, of which the North and South 

Hero, and Ifle la Motte, are the principal. Op- 
\ pofite to Burlington Bay, are four fmall Iflands, 

k called the Four Brothers. This Lake is richly 

ftored with Turtle, Salmon, Salmon Trout, and' 
almoft all kinds of Fifli. The iron ore which 
is walhed out of this Lake to its fhores, is im- 
w menfe. The lands in thefe Towns are in ge- 

L neral. filled with clay, yet produce vaft crops of 

grain and hay, but the inhabitants tremble be- 
neath that fatal fcourge, the fever-ague. 

, Addifon lies oppofitc to Old Crown Point ; in 

[■ ' this Town is Chimney Point, dircflly oppofite to 

y Crown Point. Lake Champlain is narrower be- 
tween thefe points of land than in any other place. 

L Mr. Strongs of Add/fon 9 is Chief Judge of the 

f County Court, and one of the Council of State. 

ft Middlebury lies on Otter Creek ; it is the capital 

- of the County of Addifon^ and the place where 

f jhe Sittings of the Supreme and County Courts 

i> are eftabliflied. This Town is increafing rapid- 
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ly, and I doubt not but it will foon become of 
confiderable confequence, and ereft its head 
above mod of thofe in the inland Country. 
Near the fpot where the County Buildings are 
now erefling, is a beautiful fall of water, over a 
bar of folid rock, fupremely calculated by Na- 
ture, for the fcite of corn and faw mills, and iron 
works, a number of which have already been ereft- 
ed by the honourable Mr. Painter. This Gen- 
tleman was for fome time one of the; Judges of 
the Court of Common Pleas, which office he 
filled with dignity and honour ; be is univerfally 
efteemed and refpe&ed by all who know him. 

Mr. John Cbipman is High Sheriff of the 
County, and well merits that important office ; 
he is humane and kind, poffeffes a generous 
heart, and the moil agreeable and engaging man- 
ners. Mr. Cbipman has an elegant feat on Otter 
Creek, five miles South of the County Buildings. 
Meffrs. Stores, D. Cbipman, and Miller, are 

praflitioners at the Bar. 

« 

Weylridgc, Cornwall, Salisbmy, Leicejler, and 
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Whitings alfo lie on Otter Creek,* the low lands 
of which, are more or lefs overflowed in the 
Spring of the year, by the waters of the Qreek. 
The foil is deep arjd rich. Cornwall and Wey- 
bridge are the beft lands in the County for raifing 
wheat. 



* Otter Creek took its name from that carious and extra* 
ordinary Animal called the Otter, which Animal, by Dr. 
Williams, is defcribed thus. " The Otter is a voraciout 
" Animal, of great aftivity and fiercenefs, when it is full 
u grown ; it is five or fix feet long, with (harp and ftrong 
" teeth, fhort legs, and membranes in all his feet, and fitted 
w either for running or fwimming. The Otter explores the 
« rivers in fearch of filh, frogs, water rats, and other fmall 
" animals ; and when thefe are not to be had, he lives on 
" the boughs and bark of young or aquatic trees. He has 
" generally been ranked among the amphibious Animal, for 
«< he cannot live without refpiration, any more than the land 
« Animals. The female Otter generally brings forth, her 
« young in the month of March ; the litter ufually 
« confifts of three or four. The fiercenefs and ftrength of 
"the old Otter is fuch, that a dog can feldom overcome 
" him ; and when he cannot efcape, he will attack the 
« hunter with great rage. The colour of this Animal is 
" black, and its fur is much efteemed." 



136 ADDISOK. 



Newbaven lies on a beautiful River of thfe 
fame name, which in many refpefts refembles 
Roaring Branch at Arlington*, the adjoining land 
is rich and fertile, and very heavily timbered. 

Vergennes is fituated at the Great Fall on 
Otter Creek, five miles diftant from the place 
where itdifcharges its waters into Lake Champ* 
lain, at Ferrisburgh. This Creek is about ninety- 
five miles in length, and is navigable for fmall 
boats, as far up as Pittsford, a diftance from Fer- 
risburgh of fifty miles. Ships of war can come 
up to the Fall at Vergennes, which place took its 
name from a Nobleman high in power at the 
French Court, duing the American War. I About 
five years ago, the General Affembly granted to 
the inhabitants of Vergennes an a£l of incorpora- 
tion, giving them the liberty to form themfelves 
into a body corporate, with all the powers and 
privileges cuftomary for other cities to enjoy. 
Vergennes is now in its infancy, but bids fair to 
expand into eminence, and to reach a high pitch 
of grandeur, wealth, and fame: as from the great 
advantages it poffeffes of water communication ; 
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Its numerous mills, forges, and iron founderies, i 
the natural attra&ions held out for' manufactories 
of every kind; and the Uncommonly rich land* 
with which it is encircled; it muft become a place 
of the firft mercantile confequence. 

Meffrs. tiitchcack, ff^oodbridge, Fits, CbipmaH^ 
And Btuth) are its prefent political fathers. Mr* 
"Hitchcock was bred to the Law, and is a Gentle- 
man of fuperior abilities, as well as an excellent 
' orator; he was late Attorney-General of the 
State, and is now Judge of the Diftrifl Courtj 
Under the Federal Government, . 

Mr. Woodbridge \w* bred to t&e Haw, >and is 
one of the Judges of the Supreme Court* Mr* 
fritz h the Marfhai of the Diftrift, 

Briftol, Lincoln, tVarten, Ripion, Kingflon^ 
Gojhen, and Hancock, are Mountain Towns. 
King/Ion is infinitely the beft land ; in this place is 
the fource offftyite River. Briftol and Lincoln 
are infefted with dens of the Rattlefnake. In the 
Spring of the year they fwarm forth from amongft 
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the rocks in prodigious numbers, and defcend to 
the low lands ; the bite of this Snake is danger- 
ous, and often proves mortal. The number of 
fouls in this County do not exceed eight thou- 
fand ; they are, in general, Unitarians. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD) 

The County of Chittenden took its name 
from his Excellency, Governor Chittenden. This 
County has twenty-three towns, befides the 
Ifland of South Hero. Charlotte, Sbel&urne, 
Burlington^ Colcbejler, and Milton are the lake 
towns. Burlington is the capital. Finer land 
there cannot be in any part of the univerfe 
than thefe, either as to richnefs of foil, or 
beauty of fituation. 

Hinsburgb, Willifion^ Jericho^ EJfex, and Wefi- 
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ford, are the fecond tier of towns From the 
lake i nor are the major part of their territories 
inferior, in my opinion, to the lands now im- 
mediately upon the lake. Willifton and Jericho 
lie on Onion River, which is one of the fined 
ftreams in Vermont ; it rifes in Wajhington, runs 
about feventy miles in a North Wefterly direc- 
tion, and empties itfelf into Champlain, between 
Burlington and Colcbefter : it is pavigable for fmall 
boats about five miles from the lake. This 
river took its name from the following cir- 
cumftance, A_Mr. Peleg Sunderland in 1761, 
in huntipg for the Beaver on this ftream, loft 
his way, and was nearly exaufted with fatigue 
and hunger* when a party of Indians fortunately 
met him, and with great humanity relieved 
his wants, and faved him from perifhing. Their 
provisions were poor; but what they had they 
freely gave, and. their kindnefs made amends 
for more coftly fare. Their whole ftore con-, 
fifted of onions, and Mr. Sunderland then gave 
to the ftream, near which he was fo providen- 
tially preferved, the name of Qnion River^ which 
it has retained ever fince. 
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' Starksborougb, Newbuntington, Bolton> Mans- 
field. Underbill^ St owe ^ Worcefler^ Waterbury^ 
Middle/ex, Duxbury, Moreton, Fay/Ion, and 
Waitfield) are Mountain Towns, and their land 
is rather of an inferior quality. The prefent 
eftimate is from four fliillings to fix pounds per 
acre. 

About ten miles from Burlington Bay> in 
Willifton) which is on the South fide of Onion 
River, is the beautiful and elegant refidence of 
Governor Chittenden. The buildings are of 
brick, finely elevated on a well-chofen fpot of 
ground, ^yhich commands a boundlefs profpeft, 
over a vaft Country of intervale lands of thou- 
fands of acres of which the Govenor is . owner 
in fee. Of this moil excellent man's origin, 
and political and private character, I fhall give 
you a brief account, — His great Grandfather 
was a native of Wales^ who after ferving as a 
ferjeant under Oliver Cromwell^ during the 
Ufurpation, fled for refuge to Milford in Con- 
nefticuty where he lived many years much refpeft- 
'ed, leaving a good character and a numerous 
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progeny behind him. Governor Chittenden 
fettled at Salijbury in Connecticut, where this 
Gentleman was brought up, and from whence he 
emigrated to Vermont, and fettled at Arlington. 

At the firft formation of the Government, held 
by a general convention of the people, at Weft- 
minfterthz 16th, of January, 1777, Mr. Chitten- 
den was the only perfon of the whole number, 
% who had ever before fat, in the capacity of a 
Legiflator, and in fad, was the only man amongft 
them who knew any thing relative to the forming 
of a date, and adapting to it a Conftitution and 
Law. The people, fenfible of his great po- 
litical talents, found judgment, and inflexible 
integrity, elefted him their governor, in full faith 
that he would exert his powers to the utmoft, 
to oppofe the oppreffion under which they 
conceived they then laboured : nor were they 
difappointed in their expectations ; his inde- 
fatigable labours, and affiduous perfeverance for 
the wellfare of the (late, foon fecured to him 
their unlimited confidence, and hitherto he has 
been their Governor, except one year, when 
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through party intrigue, and mifreprefentation of 
fafts, combined together, Mr. Mofes Robin/on got 
into the chair, but not by the vox populi : for the 
following year, Mr. Chittenden was eagerly eleft* 
ed by the univerfal fuffrages and undivided 
acclamations of the people. 

For natural talents, and as a perfeft judge of 
human nature, Governor Chittenden has not a fu- 
perior. His manners are plain and eafy, without 
pomp, or fuperficial compliments, and he always 
prefers folid fenfe and fubftance to forms and 
ceremonies. On the admiffion of Vermont into 
the Federal Union, February 1791 5 that truly 
Great* that Great eft of Mankind, General 
Washington, fpeaking of Governor Chitten- 
den, faid, " Governor Chittenden, for his virtues, 
* and patriotifm, deferves well of his Country." 

Thomas Paine, let the bafe and malevolent ran- 
cour of your heart, brood over your disappointed 
ambition in filence. — You attempt, in vain, to tear 
the well-earned laurel from the brow of him you 
would vilify. — The name of Washington 
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adorns the page of hiftory, and is an honour to 
the age in which he lives. It will, in future ages, 
be the theme of wonder and of praife, while that 
of nomas Paine (if it ihould be heard of at all) 
will only be mentioned as having appertained to 
an envious incendiary., 

Speaking of General Washington, lam 
led to pay an honeft tribute to another of the 
Gentlemen, who fortunately for America* have 
deferved to be calumniated by Mr. Thomas Paine* 
~^-l mean, Mr. Jay. This worthy man, poflefs- 
ing a firm, upright, and decided mind; and, with a 
clear and comprehenfive underftanding, viewing 
the true interefts of his Country, purfued thofe 
interefts with unremitting ardour, till his endea- 
vours were crowned with fuccefs, and till (in con- 
junction with many of the beft and wifeft men in 
the New World), he had the happinefs of uniting 
England and the Federal States, in the bonds of 
friendfliip and amity. Defpifing the petty brawl- 
ings of a clamorous Pedagogue, and holding in 
juft contempt his virulent inveftives, (the only 
language this pretended advocate for the rights 



BETTER XX, r 13J 



and liberties of mankind, can deal in) with calm 
indifference they hear him " bowl' againft the 
" moon" and fpit his venom forth againft every 
institution held facred or refpeftable in civilized 
Society — but Citizen Paine is knozvn, and his 
merits are juftly appreciated in America f ! ! So 
.alfo are thofe of Mr. Jay — who is belovejcl and 
venerated by his fellow-citizens, as the real friend 
of Order and good Government ; while his Ca- 
lumniator is defervedly an Alien from thofe States 
which he would throw into confufioru But to 
return to my fubjed.— 

No State in America ever made fo rapid a fet- 
tlement, or fuch quick improvements as that of 
Vermont ; and it muft be acknowledged, even by 
Mr. Chittenden s enemies (for where is the maa 
without them !) that the progrefs of the Settle- 
ment is in a great degree to be attributed to his 
wife adminiftration. 

Mr. Jonathan Spaffbrdhzs a beautiful feat, ad- 
joining on Governor Chittenden's. This Gende- 
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man is a General in the Militia, and a Reprefen- 
tative to the General Affembly. 

Meffrs. Hodges, Noah and Martin Chittenden, 
are leading chara&ers in Jericho. 

Burlington is fituated on a fine Bay of the Lake, 
diftant from Fort St. John's about eight miles, and 
is laid out in the molt regular and beft manner. 
For local advantages and furrounding fcenery, . 
Burlington has not its fuperior in the Northern 
parts cf the State, The Univerfity of Vermont, 
and the Seffions of the Supreme and County 
Courts are eftablifhed here. A houfe for the 
Prefident of the College, and feveral others, are 
now building. 

The Office of the Cuftoms for the Port of^f/- 
burgb (the only Port in Vermont) is kept at Bur- 
lington by Colonel Keys ; this Gentleman, Meffrs. 
Pearl, Lee, Stanton, Law, and Grit, are the lead- 
ing people. Mr. Lee was bred to the Law, but 
declined the pra&ice, and afterwards turned his 
attention to the Prefbyterian fyftem of Divinity, 
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in which fituation he condu&ed himfelf in fuch 
a manner, as to be looked up to, and venerated 
by perfons of every defcription and every feft, 
who all unite in paying to his charafter the tri- 
bute fuch excellence deferves : to unaffe&ed 
piety he joins the higheft claffical knowledge in 
the Greek and Latin languages. 

Between Burlington and Colchefter, about one 
mile from the Bay, is the great Fall on Onion 
River, belonging to Mr. Ira Allen ; on this Fall 
are built large mills, forges, and iron founderies. 
In Colcbejler (the North fide of Onion River) is 
this Gentleman's feat -, the place where General 
Ethan Allen for fome time refided previous to his 
death. Of the Aliens, there were feven brothers, 
all of whom are now dead except Levi and Ira* 
This family emigrated to Vermont from Salifbury 
in Connefticut ; but their native place was Rox- 
hury, in Litchfield County. 

Mr. Ethan Allen was a man of an extraordinary 
chara&er, he poffeffed great talents, but deficient 
in education, he laboured Under many difadvan- 
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tages. At the beginning of the difturbances In 
Vermont, he took a moft fpirited and aftive part 
for the Settlers, or* as they were then called, 
%be Green Mountain Boys, in oppofition to the 
Government of New-Tork ; and notwithftanding 
that Government patted an Aft of Outlawry 
againft him, Warner, and feveral others, . (offer- 
ing a reward of five hundred guineas to any per- 
fon who would deliver Allen up) he was in all 
thefe ftruggles dill fuccefsful, and not only 
proved a valuable friend to the people, and a 
firm fupporter of their rights, but when called 
upon to take the field, an intrepid foldier, and an 
able General. At the commencement, of the 
war between England and America in 1775, 
Ethan Allen took the command of a party of 
troops of his own raifing, and in the month of 
May, before the Britifh Forces were apprized of 
the war, advanced to the Forts of Ticonderoga 
and Crown Point, and took poffeffion of them. 
The November following, at the fiege of Saint 
Johns, he made a bold attempt, with a handful 
of men, to land on the Ifland of Montreal, but 
venturing too far, he was taken, put on board a 
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prifon-fhip, and conveyed to England, 'where ho 
was confined for a confiderable time in Pendennis 
Cattle, in Cornwall, during which he fuffered 
many hardfhips. On his releafe from captivity, 
and his return to America, he was never after fo 
warm a partizan as before. Being a man fond 
of novelty, and wifhing to be thought of confe- 
quence, he wrote and publifhed a book, entitled, 
Allen's Theology, or Oracles of Reqfon ^ in this 
Work his principal objeft was to explain away 
the Do&rine of Mofes and the Prophets, and turn 
the whole Syftem of Religion and Revelation 
into ridicule. However in this his vanity de- 
feated itfelf, for the attempt was fo repugnant to 
Reafon, (the oracles of which he would fain have 
been thought to deliver), that few would fo much 
as read a Work fo grofs and monftrous ; and at 
the very outfet it funk into the oblivion and con- 
tempt it merited. General Allen believed, or 
offered to believe, with Pythagoras, that man after 
death would tranfmigrate into beafts, fifh, fowls, 
and reptiles, and I have often heard him affirm, 
that he fhould live again under the form of a 
large white horfe, which I fuppofe washu fa- 
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vourite colour in that animal. Yet notwithftand- 
ing thefe his wild ideas of Religion and futu- 
rity, it is barely juftice to declare, that in all his 
moral dealings and concerns, Ethan Allen pol- 
fefled the ftrifteft fenfe of honour, integrity, and 
uprightnefs. * 

' Mr. Ira Allen has been Treafurer of the State, 
a Commiffioner to Congrefs, and a Commiffioner 
to the Governor- General of Canada, and to the 
State of New-HampJ&ire, feveral times a Repre- 
fentative to the General Aflembly ; he is now a 
Major-General of the Militia. Mr. Ira Allen, as 
a negociator, poffeffes great abilities ; he is mafter 
of a large landed property, and is fond of fpecu- 
lating in land; but he has lately entered into 
another fpeculation, which it is hoped may prove 
more advantageous to him. On my return to 
America in the year 1 79^, to report the refult of 
my agency at the Court of London, I communi- 
cated to Mr. Allen my determination to fail back 
to England by the firft (hip, to which he imme- 
diately an fwered that he would accompany me : 
we accordingly left Bofhn on the i ith of Decern- 
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far following, on board the Minerva, and ar- 
rived on fhore at Falmouth, in twenty-two days* 

Mr. Allen*, after remaining about four months 
in London, took a tour to France and Holland* 
While in France* he purchafed of the Executive 
Dire&ory, twenty thoufand (land of arms, and 
feveral pieces of brafs ordnance, and fliipped 
them and himfelf on board the Olive Branch^ 
for the Port of New-Tork, in America. Sixty 
leagues WeR of Stilly, his Majefty's lhip, the 
Audacious, returning from the Mediterranean, 
unfortunately for General Allen, fell in with 
and captured the Olive Branch, and brought 
Her into port. Thus, owing to the difagree- 
able circumftances of war, and the varjous 
opinions relative to the deftination of thefe arms, 
is Mr. Allen at prefent detained : and I fincerely 
hope tfeM* whatever fcrfrtiny bis conduft in this 
affair {half tflfcferga, it ^friM tedotiifd to his own 
honoiir* and to tht fatisfaftion of the Britifh Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. toantmi of (Mchifier % refides in a moft 
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beautiful fpot, and is one of the firft chara&ers 
there. 

MefTrs. MNeal and Harrington, of Charlotte, 
are the principal perfons of that place. Mr. 
Harrington was bred to the Law, and poffeffes 
great profeffional knowledge. 

The number of inhabitants is about five thou- 
fand. In their religion they confift of fe&aries of 
almoft every denomination. 

I have the honour to be, &c, &c. 

J. A. Graham* 
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LETTER 
* XXI. 



MY LORD, 

THE County of Orange commences, imme- 
diately as you leave Norwich, to proceed up 
ConneSficut River. This County has twenty 
towns, which are laid out regularly in five tiers, 
^Ebetford, Fdirlee, Bradford^ and Newbury, are 
next the River, and form the firft tier. The' 
fecond is compofed of Topjham^ Corinth^ Verjbire % 
and Stratford. Topjbam and Corinth lie on 
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Waifs River. The third tier contains f Tunbtidge % 
Cbelfea, JVq/bington, and Orange. Wildersburgb 9 
Williamftmvn, Brookfield, and Randolph make 
the fourth ; and the fifth comprehends Braintree 9 
Roxbury, Nortbfield, and Berlin. The 'three laft 
tier lie principally on the mountains, yet have a 
large (hare of good land appertaining to them. 

Newbury, which is the capital of the County, 
is feated on . the bank of the River, two hun- 
dred miles North by Eaft "from Hartford, in 
Connecticut. In this town are thofe extend ve in- 
tervales known by the name of the great Ox-Bow 9 
which form the River aflumes in its courfe at 
this place. This fertile fpot, after the Aborigines 
had left it, was enclofed and taken poffeffion of 
by a Mr. Cbamberlaine, who afterwards relin- 
quished his right, and with Colonel Bailey and 
others became a joint proprietor of the whole 
town. 

Weftward of the low lands, and within the town 
of Newbury are high mountains, from whence 
the inhabitants by : means of aquedu&s are fup- 
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J>lied with water. Newbury has the mod ele- 
gant church in the State, with a largre ieil 9 
and the only Ml in the State. Meffrs. Bailey^ 
Farrand, and Jobnfgn, are the leading charac- 
ters. 

Mr. Farrand was bredjo the Law, the is de- 
scended from one of the mod refpe&able fa- 
milies in Connecticut, is celebrated in his pro- 
feffion as an able lawyer, and diftinguifhed by 

the brilliancy of his wit and humour. 

In Fairlee, Meffrs. Morey, Buckingham,' and 
Niles r are the leading people. Mr. Niles was 
educated for the church, he is a good Meta- 
phyfician, and for his learning and abilities may 
be ftyled the Athenian of the Eaft fide of 
the Green Mountain. Mr. Niles has been late 
a Reprefehtative from the State in Congrefs. 

Mr. , Buckingham ftudied the Law at the Tem- 
ple in Londdn, and has abilities and worth that 
do honour to the profeflion. 
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Mr. Payne of IVilliamjiown was late a Judge 
of the Supreme Court, and is now a Senator 
in Congrefs for the Eafl Diftrift. 

The Rev. Mr. Burton lives in Tbetford, he 
is a Calviniftic Divine, and a good fcholar. 

. The number of fouls in this County do not 
exceed ten thoufand, they are a mixture of 
fefts of all profeffions. The value of land 
is from fix fhillings to twenty-five pounds an acre. 

As Prince Edward and his fuite 9 about four 
years ago, paffed through tVilliamfttycon^ in this 
County, they made a halt at an Inn in the 
place to procure refrefhments. Soon after they 
entered the Log- Hut, the Prince, feeing a book 
He on a table, afked the Landlady, in a jocular 
manner, the name of it. u The Bible, Sir," faid 
the woman, with great modefty. " The Bible*' 
replied the Prince, " pray did you ever read 
any other book befides the Bible ?" " Oh yes, 
Sir," anfwered fhe, with the utmoft compofure, 
and with a fmile, w I have read Peter Pindar" 
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It would be injuftice to refrain from faying, 
that the amiable manners % of this accomplished 
young man, have made him a favourite where- 
ever he is known; his rank may poflibly fecure 
him fome degree ofrefpeft even in America ; 
but to His virtues he is alone indebted for the 
fond affeftion with which is he every where re- 
garded, and for that efteem, which his benevo- 
lence of heart fecures to him.-^-To be Royally 
born is accidental. — To poffefs fuch diftinguifhed 
and noble qualities as Prince Edwards^ and to 
make fuch a meritorious ufe of them, is to be 
RQyal indeed. 



I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 



J. A. Graham. 
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MY LORD) 

THE County of Caledonia coitus of twenty- 
three Townfhips. Ryegate, Barney and Lyttle- 
ton, lie on Connecticut River j Ryegate adjoins 
on Newbury. In the allotment of lands to thefe 
Towns there is a good deal of mountain, but 
they neverthelefs have confiderable tra&s of 
mod excellent meadow and pafture grounds, 
St* Johnjbury lies on the River Pafampftck (fa 
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called by the native Indians), and is the capital 
of the County. To this .Town is attached foms 
of the beft land in the whole State* Groton 9 
Peacbam, Deweyflmrgh, Danville, and Hopkin- 
vilki form the fecond chain from the River, and 
through their territory runs a range of very high 
Mountains, covered with immenfe forefts of yet 
uncleared timber. Harrisborough^ Saint Andrews^ 
Marjbfielh Cabot ^ Walden^ Lyndon^ and Burk> 
conftitute the third tier. M>ntpelier, Calais, 
Woodbury^ Harjwick, Wheelocky Sheffield, and 
Byllymead) are on the Weft line of this County) 
the lands of which in general are particularly 
good for grafs and fattening cattle* Caledonia 
contains many well-cultivated farms, and forae 
elegant houfes, but at prefent there are not any 
public buildings except Churches, and but few of 
them. The increafe of this County, in the 
courfe of the laft fix years, is really wonderful. 
The firft principal inhabitant in St. Jobnsburyt 
was the truly patriotic and learned Doftor Arnold* 
who is now no more. The Doftor emigrated 
from Providence in the State of Rhode Ifland.--* 
How fincerely his death is lamented, thofe only 
who had the happinefs of being known to him can 
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feel. His fon was bred to the Law, to which 
profeffion he does honour. His attainments are 
great ; with the Greek and Roman Authors he is 
familiar; and however ftrange it may appear, 
perhaps Mr. Arnold may be faid to be the only 
perfon in Vermont who is perfeQ: mafter of the 
French language, and who fpeaks it in its utmoft 
purity. 

Mr. R. Tylor (formerly olBojlon, Maffacbufetts)* 
lives in Ryegate ; he alfo was bred to the Law : 
he poffefles a fine turn for poetry, and unites to 
it the mod humane difpofition, and a mod bene, 
volent heart. — Does mifery need an, advocate ? 
Mr. Tylor eagerly fteps forth, its unpurchafed 
champion. Does guilt (when not atrocious) 
fink down heart-broken and defponding ? in Mr. 
Tylor it finds a man, who (though his own morals 
are irreproachable) feels for the errors of others* 
pities their vices, and compaffionates their wants. 
How commanding in his oratory when pleading 
in their behalf 1 with what refiftlefs power does it 
affail the hearers ! he roufes every fympathizing 
pafiion of their fouls, attacks them in every vul- 
nerable part; awes, foothes, foftens, and finally 
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prevails. Such a chara&er can feldom fail of 
being confidered with due refpefl. Mr. Tylor i$ 
looked up to with admiration, affe&ion, and 
efteem* 

Hopkinsville took its name from Mr. Hopkins, a 
Gentleman of the firft refpe&ability, and who for 
fome time was Clerk to the General Affembly of 
Vermont. 

Deweysburgb was granted to Mr. Dezvey, of 
Bennington (whom I have mentioned in a former 
Letter), and from him it took its name. In Cabot 
live Meffrs. Levinstvorth and Hitchcock, who were 
the principal founders of this Townftiip. Mr. 
Levinsworib emigrated from the City of New- 
Haven, in CormeSlicut, but his native place is 
Waterbury j he poffeffes good abilities, and is a 
Reprefentative to the General Affembly. 

In the Townihips on the Mountain the fnow 
falls very deep, but does not continue fo long as 
in many other parts of the State, and when it dif- 
folves, the rapidity of the vegetation is aftonifli- 
ing, and grain and fruit come to maturity is foon 
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as in more temperate climates, and where there is 
little or no Winter. 

-/ The latter end of May; and the beginning of 
Aprils is the feafon for tapping the Maple Tree, 
being the time the froft generally leaves the 
ground, and the fap afcends from the roots into 
the trunk of the tree : of this fap, when drawn 
off, vaft quantities of fugar are made, of a moft 
delicious flavour, but great care is neceffary in 
boiling down the fap, not to let it burn. The 
method purfued by the Aborigines in making this 
article was as follows : Large troughs were made 
out of the Pine Tree, fufficient to contain a thou- 
land gallons or upwards ; the young Indians col- 
lected the fap into thefe troughs, the women in 
the mean time (for the men confider every thing 
but war and hunting as beneath their dignity) 
made large fires for heating the ftones neceflary 
for the procefs ; when thefe were fit* for their 
purpofe, they plunged them into the fap in the 
troughs, and continued the operation till they had 
boiled the fugar down to the confidence they 
wilhed. 
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There are two kinds of the Maple Tree, from, 
which fap is taken. One, the black, or hard 
Maple j the other the white, or foft Maple ; the 
former makes infinitely the beft grained and beft 
flavoured fugar, and fully equal in quality to the 
beft Mufcovado. The White Maple moft ge- 
nerally grows in fwampy grounds, and the pores 
of it are more open and fpongy than the Black 
Maple, 

The land in this County is from fix (hillings to 
ten pounds per acre. The inhabitants do not ex- 
ceed two thoufand five hundred, their religion is 
a mixture of almoft every fe£fc in the Chriftian 
Church. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 



J. A. Graham* 



FRANKLIN COUNTY. 



LETTER 
XXIII. 



MY LORD, 

THE County of Franklin confifts of eighteen 
Towns, befide the North Hero, Ilamotte, and AU 
burgh. Georgia, St. Alban's, Swanton, and High- 
gate, lie on Lake Cbamplain, and are rich in lands 
of a very fuperior quality. St. Albans is the ca- 
pital of the County. Fairfax, Smitbfield, Sbel- 
denvale, and Huntsburgh, form the fecond range 
of Towns from the Lake. Huntsburgb is the 
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North Weft corner Town of the State. Bark- 
Jbire and Ricbford alfo lie on Canada Line (lati- 
tude 45) Enesburgh, Montgomery f , Bakersfield, 
Belvidere, Cambridge, and Jobnjlown, are fituated 
on the Mountain. The land in Cambridge is 
much preferable to any other in thefe places. 
The River Lamoille, which runs through Cam- 
bridge, takes its rife from a pond in Glover, and 
empties itfelf into Lake Cbamplain, about three 
miles from Colcbejler Point. This River differs 
bat little in magnitude from Onion River, and 
like that has excellent land on its banks. The 
Michifcoui rifes in Belvidere and runs into Cbam- 
plain, at Michifcoui Bay, , in Higbgate. On this 
River, in Swanton, is a large fall of water, (dif- 
tant from the Bay feven miles), and on which 
Mr. Ira Allen has ere&ed large mills and forges, 
and boats of the largeft fize come up to their 
very doors. 

The land in this County is, generally fpcaking, 
very heavily timbered with Beech, Maple, White 
Oak, Pine, and Hemlock. 

In Huntsburgb lives Mr. E. Marwin, a phyfi- 
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cian, poffeffing as great medical (kill as any Ceil- \ 

tleman in that profeffion can boaft of; nor are his 

talents confined to Phyfic alone,' but are exerted 

(and I feel pleafure in faying that all who know 

him will bear witnefs to the truth of this affer- 

tion) with equal advantage to his fellow-citizens* 

in every other circumftance he undertakes of a 

public nature. Dr. Marwin was Chief Judge of 

the Court of Common Pleas, and is now one of 

the Council of State. Mr. Faffet, of Cambridge, 

was alfo, for fome time, Chief Judge* and a Mem* 

ber of the Council of State. 



Sheldenvale took its name from the Meffrs. 
Sheldens, who are the principal owners of this 
diftrift ; the eldeft Mr. Sbelden is the gallant man 
who commanded a regiment of Cavalry, from 
CotmcBicuU during the American War. He is 
defcended from one of the bed families in that 
State, but a chara&er fuch as his, (lands not in 
need of any honours that anceftry can beftow. 
Colonel Sbelden reflefis back a brilliancy upon 
his progenitors, and has eftablifhed a name, of 
which his pofterity may juftly be proud. 
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The family of Hartboway is the leading one of 
St. Albans. 

The travelling in this County in the fpring and 
fall of the year is very unpleafant, as your horfe 
is often from his knees to his body obliged to 
founder on through mud and mire, owing to the 
depth and richnefs of the foil, its uncultivated 
ftate, and the want of proper roads. Land is 
from fix (hillings to ten pounds per acre, and is 
increafing moft rapidly in value, though there is 
not at prefent a public building in the whole 
County. But agriculture (that trued fource of 
(olid wealth) advancing as it does with eager 
(hides, over this, as well as every other part of 
Vermont, will (bon remove thefe temporary incon- 
veniencies. 

The number of fouls in Franklin County do 
not exceed three thoufand. Their religion is 
Presbytery and Unitarianifm. 

As in a former Letter I mentioned the Log Hut, 
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1 will here, for the fatisfa&ion of thofe whd may 
not have an idea of it, give a fliort account of its- 
conftruQion. — When any perfon fixes upon a 
fcttlement in this quarter of the Country, with 
the afliftance of one or two others, he immedi- 
ately fets about felling trees proper for his pur- 
pofe, thefe are from one to two feet in diameter, 
and forty feet or upwards in length, as beft fuits 
the convenience and wifhes of the builder. When 
the branches are lopped off, and a fufficient num- 
ber of logs are prepared, blocks are cut for the 
corners. The largeft four of thefe are placed in 
a fquare form, upon a folid foundation of (tone, 
this done, the logs are rolled upon blocks, one 
above another, until the fquare becomes about 
twenty or twenty-five feet high, the rafters are 
then made for the roof, which is covered with the 
bark taken off the trees, and placed lengthways 
from the ridge, with a jet fufficient to carry off 
the rain. The interftices in the body' of the hut, 
are filled up with mortar, made of the wild grafs, 
chopped up and mixed with clay. When the 
outfide is thus completed, one of the corners is 
chpfen within where fome flat broad (tones are 
fixed, for the fire-place, with a fmall opening di- 
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reftly over it for the fmoke to afcend through, 
and which alfo ferves to give light to the inhabi- 
tants. And here large fires of wood, are con- 
ftantly kept burning (in Winter both day and 
night) fo that fcarce any thing can be imagined 
more comfortable and warm than this large apart- 
ment y round the walls and in the corners of 
which are the beds, and fometimes thofe of the 
young men or women are elevated on lofts, made 
of rafters, laid acrofs from fide to fide, with a 
flooring of bark over them. The door is almoft 
always as nearly oppofite the hearth as poffible. 

In this manner is an abode finifhed, fpacious 
enough to accommodate twelve or fifteen per- 
fons, and which often ferves for as many years, 
till the lands are entirely cleared, and the fettlers 
become fufficiently opulerit to ere£ better 
houfes. Three men will build one of thefe huts 
in fix days. 

What delightful fenfations iriuft it excite in 
every generous and benevolent mind, to refleQ; 
that the induftrious and enterprifing poor man 
may thus eafily cftablifh himfelf in the world, and 
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lay the foundation, not only of happinefs, but of 
affluence, with the encreafing population of the 
diftrift, his wealth is fure to increafe in propor- 
tion ; and often raifed from poverty and want, he 
becomes the venerable patriarch of a numerous 
progeny, and with honeft pride, beholds his chil- 
dren, and his children's children, flourifhing 
around him, in comfort and independence, and 
eager to emulate his virtues. With a thankful 
heart he acknowledges the goodnefs of Provi- 
dence, and his grey hairs defcend in bleflednefs 
to the grave. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 






ESSEX COUNTY, 



LETTER 

XXIV. 



MY LORD* 

LEAVING the County of Orange at Littleton^ 
you enter Effex County, and proceed up Con* 
neclicut River, through Concord^ Lunenburgb* 
Guildhall, Maidftone 9 Ferdinand^ Brunfwick 9 Mine* 
bead) Lemington, Averill 9 Canaan, and Norfolk^ all 
of which lie on the banks of this noble ftream. 
Norfolk is the North Eaft corner Town of the 
State (on the line of latitude 45.) Vi£lory % Eaft 
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Haven, Wenlock, Lewis, and Norton, are the 
fecond tier of Townfliips in this County. New- 
ark, Weftmore, and Random, arc the third, making 
in all, twenty Townfliips in Effex. 

Minebeod is the capital. The lands on the 
River have a deep rich foil, and are exceeding- 
ly good for hay and grafs. The Intervales are 
not fo extenfive as thofe in Wind/or and Wind* 
bam Counties, but gradually grow nartow, as the 
River leffens. There is much Mountain land in 
thefe diftrifts, the cultivated parts of which, 
fcarcely yield to any part of the State in fertility, 
I producing great crops of wheat and Indian corn: 
The back Townfliips are fituated exceflively 
high, amidft vaft quantities of timber, and abound 
with Tin, Lead, and Copper Ores. And here let 
me obferve, that the moil romantic imagination 
can fcarcely conceive any thing more command- 
ing than the fcenes many of thefe Settlements 
prefent to the view.— Towns rifing above Towns 
in gradual fuccefiion, up the (ides of one of the 
mod beautiful Mountains in Nature, the higher 
ones (till overlooking the reft, and the landfcape 
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di verified with innumerable profpe&s of the dik 
ferent Lakes and Rivers that are every where fo 
profufely fcattered, while Cbamplain and Connecti- 
cut l , therefervoirs of the whole, at once both di- 
vide and unite extenfive and potent States, and 
add a grandeur to the furrounding Countries, of 
which an adequate defcription cannot poffibly be 
conveyed. 

Potatoes are cultivated in Effex, and indeed 
throughout the whole State, in as great quantities 
and as high perfe&ron, as are to be met with ill 
any Country in the world. 

The women of this State bear hardships in an 
incredible degree, and I muft, in juftice to my 
fair Countrywomen declare, that better houfe-. 
wives, or more expert in the ufe of the needle, do 
not exift ; nor do they confine themfelves floth- 
fully within doors when the labours of the field 
{land in need of their affiftance, they then with 
chearfulnefs and alacrity join the men, and help 
to gather in the harveft. — Fathers, hufbands, 
wives, children, unite with one accord* 
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* The fmile of Morning gleams along the hills, 

* And wakeful Labour calls her fons abroad ; 

4 They leave, with chearful looks, their lowly vills, 

• And bid the fields refign their ripen'd load* 

« TodifFrent tafks addrefs the ruftic band, 

' And here the fcythe — and there the fickle wield ; 

* And rear the new-bound (heaves along the land, 
' Or range in heaps the produce of the field : 

* Some build the fhocks; — fome load the fpacious wains,* 
' Some lead to fhelt'ring barns the fragrant corn ; 

* Some form tall ricks, that, tow'ring o'er the plain, 

( For many a mile the rural yards adorn/ 



Indolence, that too frequent curfe of more po- 
lifhed Nations, they are ftrangers to. — Languor 
flies far from their habitations; inured to indus- 
try, they rejoice in its bleffings; and pafs theit 
lives in a conftant fucceflion of ufeful employ- 
ment, mirth, and good humour. 

Many of the formers in Vermont celebrate the 

* Waggons. 
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conclufion of their wheat harveft, with feafts and 
fports ; as I am told is ftill the cuftora in feveral 
parts of England. 



(' O Albion, blame not what thy crime demands, 
r While this fad truth the blulhing Mufe betrays; 

€ More often echoes o'er thy harveft-lands, 
* The voice of riot, than the voice of praife.') 



On thefe occasions, all the neighbours of both 
fexes are invited ; they meet together on the 
appointed day, with jovial looks, and dreft in 
their holiday cloaths; every apartment contains 
as many guefts as it will hold; plenty fmiles on the 
board ; hofpitality gives a hearty welcome ; the 
fparkling -Jiquor flows around ; the tale « of , 
other times" is told; it excites the laugh, or 
draws the tear, as its purport is gay or melan- 
choly. Artificial manners find no intrufion into 
fuch aflemblies ; all is Nature ; every refpeft i& 
paid to age ; every attention fhewn to youth ;. 
delighted and delighting, they furvey each other; 
they form parties, and dance on the green 
fwerd, to inftrumental, and fometimes to vocal 
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mufic.-^-The return of morning difperfes the 
group, and fends them back to their homes, the 
happieft, the mod contented of human beings.-*- 

* Mud I thus leave thee, Paradife ! thus leave 

* Thee, native foil ! thefe happy walks and {hades* 

* Fit haunt of Gods ! ' 

Ye facred abodes of Innocence and Eafe, long, 
oh! very long may ye remain exempt from 
luxury and vice: — but, like other Nations, you 
% mujl have your courfe, and, alas ! like them, 
muft rift) muft flourijb^ and mu&fall. / 

•But to refume the fubjeft from which I have 
been infenfibly led— • 

As yet there is not a public building in the 
County of Effex, though the improvements in 
other refpefts have been very great. I well re- 
member the perfon who fettled in this quarter of 
the Country, and whofe family was for many 
years the only one in it. This Gentleman held 
large pofleffions, and by his affiduous perfe- 
verance in bringing forward the Settlement, li- 



LETTER XXIV, 1J% 



terally transformed it from a bowling wilderne/s 9 
to a cultivated garden. Mr. Page lived to reap 
the reward of his public fpirit, and, while he was 
of the higheft utility to his fellow-citizens, he was 
enabled at the fame time, to bequeath a hand- 
fome property to his defcendants. 

The emigrants who followed Mr. Page into the 
County ofEffeXj gave him the title of Governor, 
by which name he was known and acknowledged 
till his death. 

The number of inhabitants do not exceed 
three thoufand. Their religion is Presbyterian* 
ifm and Epifcopacy. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. A. Graham. 
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ORLEANS COUNTY. 



LETTER 
XXV. 



MY LORD) 

On a noble range of hills, interfered with 
numberlefs fertile vallies, lakes, and fmall rivers, 
.aaid fituated between the Counties of EJfex and 
Franklin^ lies the County of Orleans^ containing 
twenty three townfhips ; thofe on the North fide, 
command the fined views imaginable of lake 
Mumpbramagog) towards the fhore of which, 
the lands of Derby, Holland, Salem, Coventry, 
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Trisburgb, Duncansborougb and Woodbridge, de- 
fcend with romantic grandeur, lake Mumpbra- 
magog lies chiefly in the province of lower Cana- 
da, it has a Northerly dire&ion, and is about 
forty miles long and from two to three broad* 
The River St. Francis . conne&s it with the 
River St. Laurence, the immenfe advantages of 
which to the inhabitants of Orleans County, I 
»eed not attempt to defcribe. 

Irijburgb is the capital of the County, it was 
granted to Mr. Ira Allen, and takes its name 
from that Gentleman. Calderjburgb, Navy, 
Brownington, Barton and Lutterlock are the cen- 
tral towns, and lie on the higheft part of the ter- 
ritory of Orleans. Glover, and Greenjborougb, 
lie on the Eaft fide of the County. Elmore, and 
Morrifton lie on the South fide of the River La 
Motile, and are the Southermoft towns in the 
County. Wolcot, Hidespark, and Crqftsforougb 
lie on the North fide of Onion River. 

Eden, Kellyvale, IVeftfield and Carthage lie on 
the Weil line of the County, and have in com- 
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inon with the reft of Orleans their Bill fliare 
of very excellent land* 

The Rivers La Motile* and Micbifcoui^ as I 
have mentioned in a former letter, take their 
rife amidft the delightful hills, to which they 
add new beauties, and with the other rivers and 
lakes with which the diftrifts are watered, render 
Orleans one of the mod charming fpots in 
nature. 

Twelve months fince there was not a (ingle 
public building in this whole County, but with 
the Counties of Franklin* Effete and Caledonia* 
it is to be organized this prefent year, and the 
Courts of Judicature are to hold their feffions 
in the refpeftive capitals of thefe places as ap- 
pointed by Law. 

In Derby lives, the family of Mr. Hinman, 
who emigrated from Soutbbury^ in Connepicui* 
and who is nearly related to fome of the moft 
x&fpe&able people in Litcbfield^County. 
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Kellyvale took its name from Mr. John Kelly 
of New-Tork. This Gentleman (who emigrated 
from Ireland in 1756) has accumulated a large 
property by fpeculating in American lands, and 
as a judge of mankind and a - knowledge of the 
world, has few fuperiors. 

The value of land in Orleans is from three 
{hillings to fix pounds an acre. The number of 
fouls are Ihort of two thoufand. Their Re- 
ligion is Prejbyterianifm. 

I have the honour to be, &c, &c. 



J. A. Graham. 
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XXVI. 



My LORD, 

• HAVING given you the general outlines of 
the date of the eleven Counties of Vermont^ I 
think it may not be here improper to communi- 
cate to your Grace, an account of its Revenue, 
and of the Expenditure of the Public Money. 

I ha v£ never read, or heard of any civilized 
Kingdom or State, in which the people enjoy the 
prote£lion of their perfons and property, to- 
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gether with the bleffings of good government, at 
fo fmall an expence as the inhabitants of Vermont* 
.Your Grace will, perhaps, be fuprized, when I 
affui£ you that the total expenditure of this 
State, exceeds, by a trifle only, the fum of Three 
Thoufand Pounds per annum. 

The Revenue arifes wholly from the public 
Taxes: in. the year 1791, a lift of the taxable 
Property of the State was made out, which a- 
mounted 10^324,800. The value at which the 
improved Lands, and fhe Cattle, were dire Bed 
to be eftimated, were # fcarcely one-half of the 
current prices of thofe Articles : fo that -the 
Taxes did not amount to more than the propor- 
tion of about one-half of the real value of the 
rateable property of the State. From this fum, 
a fmall deduftion was made, and a tax of Two- 
pence Halfpenny in. the pound (nearly about 1 
per Cent.) voted on the remainder; by which 
juft and equal method each perfon pays only in 
proportion to the property they poffefs. The 
fees of the Colleftor of the Taxes, appointed by 
Law, is 2 per Cent, and a further* abatement of 

M 
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5 per Cent made for the benefit of the pooh 
Thefe abatements being dedu&ed, there re- 
mains for the fervice of Government, but a imall 
fraftion above Three Thoufand Pounds per an- 
num, which fum, divided among the people, 
makes the whole burden of TaxatioA amount 
to no more than about an annual Six Pence 
Jlerling on each individual. 
• 
In the year 1792, the different Items of thfc 
Public Expenditure were; the following : 



The Governor's Salary — 
Lieutenant-Governor } s 9 for at-"" 


150 


tending Council, 1 5* . per day 
Counfellor's fees for the fame 




purpofe, js. per day 

Representatives' fees % for at- 
tending the General Affembly, 
-6s. per day 


> 511 6 


f 





Over £661 o o 
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► 6% 5 9 o 



Forwards 661 o 
Secretary of States fees, for-j 
tlje fame purpofe, 12J. per day 

Secretary of Council's fees, for 
attending the Council, gs. per 
day .... 

Officers attending the General 
Affembly, Sheriffs Auditor of Ac- 
counts, Chaplain^ <fcc. 6s. per day ^ 

Chief Juftice of the Supreme 
Court, while on the Circuit, 27*. 

per day ... 

• 

Two Affiftantjudgesy 22s. per 
day ; orders drawn on the Trea- 
fury by the Supreme Court - 

Treqfurer's Salary - - n g 

Occafional Expences, orders drawn 
on the Treafury \>y the Auditor of 

Accounts - - „ i ift u A 

- 449 *4 9 

Total Expence from Off. 1, 
179*> to 0#. 1,1792. - - £3219 9 9 
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There are other expences which arife almoft 
every year of an occasional .or contingent nature : 
of this kind are thofe for Qpmmiffioners for pub- 
lic purpofes; the Council of Cenfors, Conven- 
tions, &c. &c. as thefe are only for local and 
particular occafions, the expence varies with 
the circumftance, and cannot be eftimated among 
the annual Charges of Government. 

I have not before informed your Grace that 
the inhabitants of each Towrt (that are incor- 
porated) have a right by Law, to meet the firft 
week in March annually, for the purpofe of 
chufing from among themfelyes the moft proper 
perfons, to take upon them* the charge of the 
public bufinefs of the Town ; thefe perfons are 
filled*, and known by the name of SeleSI Men, 
they have many, privileges and confiderable 
power. , The number is from two to jive, but 
the latter can never be exceeded. Thefe perfons 
are fworn to the faithful difchauge of their duty, 
as well as the other Officers of the Town, who 
are appointed and fworn at thj fame time into 
their refpeftive fituations — fuch as Town Clerk, 
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Treasurer, Lifters, Conftables, Sealers of Weights 

and Meafures, Leather Sealer % Surveyors of High* \ 

ways, &Ci &c. 

In Religious Concerns, the firft and mod im-' 
portant obligation on man is obedience to his 
Maker. ; The peac£ of our minds depends fo 
effentially or! this, as that every man fliould b^ 
left to his full and perfeft liberty, and to follow 
the di&ates of his own confcience in all his com* 
munications with the Deity. 

The inhabitants of Vermont have adopted this 
principle in its fulleft extent. Some of them are 
Epifcopalians, others are Congregationalifts ; fomd 
are of the Presbyterian, others of the Baptift 
perfuafion ; and fome are Unitarians, while 
others again are Friends, .commonly called 
Quakers. As they all, at times, ftand in need of 
each other's afliftance in the common concerns 
of life ; fo are they all ^erfuaded, that the Go* 
veimment has nothing to do with their particular 
and diftinguifhing tenets. It is not barely tolera- 
tion, but equality in this refpeQ:, which the people 
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oftfrroOTfaimat. Their ideas are, thatnooiw 
party {hall have any power to make laws or forma 
obligatory on another; that each denominatjoa 
may lay themfelves under what covenants and 
civil contrafts they pleafe ; but that Governnpent 
(hall not know any diftin&ibn between them : and 
that all profeffions (hall enjoy equal liberty, 
without any legal pre-eminence whatever. 

Peace, quiptjiefc, and profperity to the State, are 
the refult of this religious freedom of opinion. 
No man is chofen to, or excluded from, civil 
offices, on account of his particular religious fen- 
timents. The Clergy of the feveral denomina- 
tions have no chance of afiuming any power but 
among their own party. The people are under m 
obligation to fupport any tepcbci s 9 but what they 
pbufe to lay themfelves under> by Special contract 
entered into between thf pajlorand his flock :-^nei^ 
tber *can any civil advantages . be gained or lofl, by 
belonging to one denomination rather than to another. 

The caufes of, and motives to, contention, 
hejng thus taken away, there can fcarcely remain 
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any improper circumftance to influence iften ife 
tfieir rcfpeftive opinions. In this quality of aM 
paVties, religious ptofeffions become what thcf 
always ought to be— not matters of gain, honour, 
or civil diftin&ions ; but of fentitaent, perfuafion* 
and confcicnoe. 

Thfe fettletnent and fiipport of the Minifters of 
Religion, has been affifted and encouraged by 
the Government. The earlieft grants of lands in 
this State, were made • by Benning Went- 
worth, Governor of New-Hamp/bire. Thi& 
Gentleman was of the communion of the Church 
of England. In the grants of land that were 
made by him there were threfe rights in each 
townfhip referved for religious purpqfes. One 
to the Society for propagating the Gofpel in 
foreign parts ; one for a glebe, defigned for the 
ufe of an Epifcopal Clergy^ and a third for the 
Jir/l fettled Minifler, intended fof his private pro- 
perty, to encourage the fettlement of a Minifter 
fn the then new Plantations. In the grafts of 
Townfhips which have been made by the Go* 
V^erninent <<# Vermont^ two tights have bten re- 
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ferved for the fupport of a Clergy : one for ft 
parfonage, deiigned for the maintenance of a 
Minifter, and unalienable from that purpofe; 
* another to become the property, and deiigned to 
.encourage the fettlement of the Hrft Minifter. 
This right accrues to 'the firft Clergyman who is 
fettled in the Town, ofwbatfoevcrprofejfion be, may 
le. The falary of the Minifter arifeth wholly 
from the fpecial contraft entered into between 
him and the people. Thefe contrafts are alto- 
gether voluntary: but when made, by a law 
pafled Oftober 18, 1787, are ccnfidered as being 
of equal force and obligation as any other ; but 
no perfons of a different denomination are affec- 
ted by them. TJie Law has no particular refe- 
rence to any fefts, but confiders them all as hav- 
ing a right to make what covenants they pleafe, 
with the minifter of their own choice, and being 
of courfe bound, by their own a£l, to fulfil fuch 
covenant. # 

Np embarraffments have attended any of the 
grants of land, which have been made for reli- 
gious purpofes, but thofe deiigned for a glebe; 
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and thofe made to the Society for propagating 
the gofpel in foreign parts. In many of the 
towns there were no Epifcopal clergymen, nor 
any incumbent to take the charge of the glebe 
lots* The Society have not concerned them- 
felves about the lands which were granted to 
them. Both thefe rights have remained unim- 
proved and uncultivated, except where individuals 
have gained poffeflion of them ; and it has been 
a great difadvantage to the State, to have fuch 
trafts of land lying wafte. It has repeatedly been 
a matter of confideration in the General Affem- 
bly, what ought to be done with thefe. knd&. 
Inftead of coming to any decifion upon the mat- 
ter, in OHober 1787, the General Affembly paff- 
ed an aft, authorizing the Seleff men of the feve- 
ral towns, to take care of, and to improve, the 
glebe and fociety lands for the fpace of feven 
years ; and to apply the incomes to the improve- 
ment of the lands, thofe excepted, which were 
in the poffeflion of an Epifcopal Miniftfer. 

This Law had been, for a confiderable time, 
but little attended to s till at length the Epifco- 

N 
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pal Church applied, by their agent, to the vene- 
rable Society, in London, for propagating the 
gofpel in foreign parts, praying the Society to 
relinquifh their rights to thofe lands in their 
favour; but the venerable Society declined 
making any fuch relinquifh men t. In the mean- 
time, the General Affembly took upon them- 
felves the right of fequeftrating fuch lands, and 
appropriating them to the ufe of Public Schools 
and Literary Inftitutions : by which the primary 
intention of the Grantor (his Majefty's Governor 
of New-Hampjbire)ms defeated ; and by which 
the Epifcopal Church have loft the benefit origi- 
nally intended for them. 

' I HAVE THE HONOUR TO BE, 
MY LORD, 

With great consideration, 
Your Grace's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

JOHN ANDREW GRAHAM. 

March ai, 1797, 



ERRATA. 



Page 23, laft line, for fettle, read fettled. 
144, line 18, for 1796, read 1795. 



